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WHAT’S INSIDE 

President’s Message 
As January comes to an end our organization has 

formed two new committees.  A Fundraising Com-

mittee and a Finance Committee. The Fundraising 

Committee is putting together a new event that 

will have one main speaker and several breakout 

sessions.  The paperwork for this project has been 

submitted to the AgCenter for approval.. We will 

open this event to the public and charge a fee for 

attendance. The Finance Committee will assist our 

treasurer in completing a budget for our organiza-

tion and help manage our money.    

 

 

At the January meeting I advised that it appeared we were very close to spending 

more than we are taking in.  We will know more once our 2023 budget is complet-

ed and approved.  We are mindful that the last several years have not been nor-

mal for anyone and our current fundraisers did not do as well as in the years prior 

to 2020.  It is our hope that this year will prove to be more normal and we will see 

a much better outcome from PlantFest and Festival des Fleurs.  Our new event 

can then serve as a little lagniappe for our club and there will be no need to 

change cost to members.  

We have several great opportunities for members who want to be involved in the 

operation of  the LPMGA.  We will need a new chair for “Ask a Master Gardener” ,     

the children's bed at the demonstration gardens is in need of a chairperson, and 

we need additional help in our cottage at propagation.   Please look closely at the 

request in this news letter for these positions and check your handbook for a bet-

ter description of each job.   

Our speakers in February are Physical Therapists who will speak on how to pre-

vent injuries while gardening.  This should be a very interesting and educational 

talk… I hope to see you at the meeting! 

 I hope each of us can still feel the magic of Santa, even at 97! 

Mary Gladney 

 

  

   

February 2023 

My 97 year old mother 2022 with Santa 



MEETINGS AND WHAT PLANT AM I  

2023 LPMGA  

General Meetings 
First Wednesday  

Monthly 

Daytime: 12:00pm 

Evening: 6 pm 

2023 LPMGA 

Board  

Meetings  

1pm on Third  

Tuesday 

 

 
Dates, times, topics, and locations  

are subject to change 

 
GENERAL MEETINGS 

 
BOARD MEETINGS 

February 8  February 21 

   March 8     March 21 

  April 5 April18 

May 3 

Social 

May 16 

June 7 June20 

July  July 

August 2 August 15 

September 6 September 19 

October 4 October17 

November 1 November 21 

December 6 

Social 

December 19 

WHAT PLANT AM I  

This plant is a native of the Caribbean, 

Central America, and Brazil. It is an 

evergreen shrub to a small tree that 

thrives in Zones 10 and 11. Its multiple 

trunks are smooth green to reddish-

brown, and on mature specimens, its 

bark peels off in sheets. This plant 

likes fertile, moist, well-drained sandy 

soil in full sun to part shade. After it is 

well-established, it is fairly drought 

tolerant. Growth rate is moderate. Its 

leaves are large, simple, and oblong 

and can be up to 6 inches in length. 

The upper surface is rough, with short 

petioles.  

     White 1-inch-wide flowers appear in 

spring, which eventually produce egg-

shaped pale yellow or green fruit, 2 to 

4 inches long. These fruits are edible 

and can be eaten raw, and made into 

jams, jellies, and candies. The fruits, 

leaves, and roots are used 

in traditional medicine to treat a wide 

range of maladies. They are rich in Vit-

amins A, B, and C. The wood is used in 

Hawaii to smoke meats. In some tropi-

cal regions, such as in the Galapagos, 

this plant can become invasive. This 

plant can be grown in containers, 

 although fruit production may be lim-

ited. It can also be trained as a bonsai. 

Propagation is by seed or layering.  

 

Do you know what plant this is?  

Karen Trahan Class 2009  



      

THE PERFECT TIME TO PLANT CITRUS 
         

        If you are looking for the perfect time to plant citrus trees in    

       Southwest Louisiana, the time is now. Recent recommendations   

       suggest that late January until early March are the ideal times to   

       plant these trees. Contrary to planting advice given for deciduous   

       fruit trees (apples, pears, peaches, plums, etc.) that go dormant in   

       the late fall, citrus trees are not recommended to be planted in the  

fall and early winter. Because citrus trees hold their leaves throughout the year 

(evergreens of some sort), the late winter is the preferred planting time to avoid cold 

damage that may occur during the coldest parts of winter.   

When choosing citrus to plant in the Louisiana home garden, it is important to take 

note of the most cold-hardy varieties.  The most cold tolerant citrus are kumquats, 

followed by satsumas.  The least cold tolerant citrus are 

limes and lemons.  The Meyer lemon is the only excep-

tion to this rule, as it displays sufficient cold tolerance. 

These trees can thrive in protected locations.    

When selecting a location to plant citrus in the ground, 

you want to locate a well-draining spot in full to mostly 

full sun.  For areas that experience occasional tempera-

tures in the low twenties or high teens, a sheltered lo-

cation away from a north wind is preferred. An alternative to in-ground planting to 

consider is keeping your citrus tree in a large transportable container that can be re-

located during freezing temperatures. 

For more information on growing citrus trees and a complete list of recommended cul-

tivars in Louisiana, click here: Louisiana Home Citrus Production Guide 

(lsuagcenter.com) .  This publication is an excellent resource for all cultural infor-

mation related to growing citrus.  

 

Maddox Miller 

 

https://www.lsuagcenter.com/~/media/system/0/3/0/3/0303c226dfecea46ee66229eb7bf1d7f/pub1234citrus_adapdf.pdf
https://www.lsuagcenter.com/~/media/system/0/3/0/3/0303c226dfecea46ee66229eb7bf1d7f/pub1234citrus_adapdf.pdf


Congratulations Billie Maylard ! 

         Billie Maylard, a member of the       

         2022 MGIT class, was NOT          

         able to attend the graduation. 

         She was recognized at the  

         graduation as having completed her 40  

minimum required volunteer hours. 

Paul Manuel presented Billie with her gold badge 

and certificate at the demonstration beds, where 

she helps out each Wednesday. 

Cottage Keeper Needed! 

If you are a person who likes to keep order and arrange 

things, this job is for YOU. The Cottage is important to 

store things and to give the workers a place to break 

and rest.  This Chair will keep the workroom, green-

house and shed in order, inventory supplies and re-

order them as budgeted, as well as maintain the water 

cooler supplies.  Heather Finley, the Propagation 

Chair, will help with what/when to order and assigning 

someone to pick up the supplies.   This is not a very 

physical position. Contact Heather Finley for details! 



GEAUX NATIVE 

With Coral Honeysuckle 

 This evergreen native vine, much less invasive 

than the introduced Japanese variety, can be 

twined up a fence or trellis 10-20 feet. The coral-

red trumpet-shaped flowers are  attractive to 

hummingbirds, bees and butterflies and are fol-

lowed by red berries popular with many song-

birds.  Will grow in shade but plant in full sun 

for more flowers. 

Carol Antosiak 

 

Lonicera sempervirens 

Most of the plants in 

the demo beds took a 

beating, but the Ver-

bena Canadensis, 

Becky’s White, kept 

right on blooming. 

Propagated for our 

sale at Festival des 

Fleurs, April 15, for 

sure!                    

Gail Wakefield 

Plants That Kept Right On Blooming 

Our native violet 

Viola systemloba Leconte 

By Carolyn Wentworth 



WHAT PLANT AM I?  

Psidium guajava :      

Guava  

CHILDRENS BED AT DEMONSTRATION GARDENS IN NEED OF CHAIR! 

We know you like plants and gardening, so if you like dealing with children and 

their families, we have a job for you.  The Children’s Demo Bed needs a new 

Chair.  In this position you will create a bed that speaks to the community and 

helps children and their families learn about growing plants.  You will also pro-

vide education opportunities for the public by signage and tours.  You will work 

with the Publicity Chair, the Historian, and the Newsletter Editor to provide 

photos and articles to aid their work.  The details of the work of a Demo Bed 

Chair can be found on page 7 of the MG Handbook.  If you have any questions,  

you can ask Gail Wakefield for more details. 

Being the chair of one of the demonstration beds is so much more than a well written job 

description .  I was in the gardens looking at the bed I chair, around noon, when a pickup 

truck pulled up.  An older gentleman and a young girl, (around 13) got out and walked up to 

me. He asked if I worked in the gardens, and  I said yes and showed them the bed I was 

looking at.  He advised he and his granddaughter had been coming here to have lunch from 

when she was very little.  This was a special place to them.   

Our Demo beds give us a place to show off the plants we will sell at one of our sales, but to 

this gentleman it was a place to make memories with his granddaughter.  Mary Gladney 

 



VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR MESSAGE 

Hi All and Happy 2023! 

Let’s start the year out with some reminders about hours and recording  

                 The minimum recorded hours requirement for in  
               2023 is 20 Volunteer and 6 Continuing Education   
               hours.  Sustaining Members need to record hours to re 
               main active. 

                Members of the 2022 MG Class have until December  
               31st, 2023 to record their 40 volunteer hours for certify
               cation.   

                MG Class members do not need to earn Continuing Ed
               ucation until after you are certified.  CE hours do not  
               count in place of volunteer hours. 

                If you are currently inactive it is easy to become active 
               again.  Inactive members are welcome at meetings and to 
jo               in activities to earn hours.  Inactive members may not   
               vote, will not receive a membership card or be able to pur-
               chase MG pine straw until they have become active again. 

Performing and recording at least the minimum hours, turning in a signed Code Of Conduct each 
year and paying yearly dues determines your active status for the following year. Our system is 
“pay it forward”.  Your recorded 2023 hours count towards active status in 2024. 

Round your hours up to the nearest quarter hour and don’t forget to add your travel time straight 
to and from your volunteer or CE activity. CE events with over 250 miles of travel need to be pre-
approved.  Please submit these events to the Volunteer Coordinator who will forward your request 
to the LMG State Coordinator for a decision regarding approval. 

All LPMGA events and activities must be pre-approved by the Board and included on our sanc-
tioned events/projects list before hours can be earned. This is an insurance issue. If you have an idea 
for a project or event and need to have hours pre-approved the form is available on our website or 
contact the Volunteer Coordinator or other Board member. 

Consider Chairing a committee or running for the LPMGA Board. Contact any member of the Nomi-
nating Committee for details about the Board ask Mary Gladney about Committee Chair positions 
such as Ask A Master Gardener and Speakers Bureau. 

If you have any questions about earning or recording hours please contact Louann Long (337) 501-
7998 or mglouann@gmail.com 

2022 Louisiana Master Gardener Volunteer 

Hour Report Attached! 



Tom Sawyer Days at Allen Acres, January 28 Feb 11, 18, 25, 2023 

 

We invite you to Allen Acres to help with planting, transplanting, trimming, weed pulling, painting, and 

more. As usual there will also be lots of gum bumping.  On the art side, plans call for updating the 

Gnome Zone and Circle of cedar.  We will stop for one or more hikes around and perhaps to the Ouiska 

Chitto and to look at and eat plants.   You can bring a shovel, gloves, and clippers or just show up and we 

will provide tools.   

We can offer free food, plant id, some seeds, and lots of plants like three kinds of mountains mints, big 

bluestem, little bluestem, horsemint, bee balm, ashy sunflower (with these, you would have the begin-

ning of a prairie) rabbit tobacco, epazote, wild chervil, cedar, American holly, yaupon, elderberry and lots 

more. A few pawpaw's also.  If you want to stay overnight, we can offer free camping on Allen Acres and 

rooms in the B and B for half price.  Would like to offer free rooms but need to cover the cost of utilities, 

cleaning and laundering.   

Please email if and when you will arrive and how long you will stay so we can plan meals etc. 

thanks 

Dr. Charles Allen 

native@camtel.net 

337-328-2252 

We are at 5070 Hwy 399, Pitkin, La 70656 but most GPSs map us about 1 mile north of where we really 

are.  Call or email and I will give you directions to correct the GPS. 

LPMGA IN NEED OF ASK A MASTER GARDENER CHAIR 

The goal of the program is to develop a visible and mobile reference desk providing general infor-

mation about the Master Gardener program and, more importantly, serve as a horticultural trou-

bleshooter giving research based information on plant pathology and entomology problems as well 

as recommendations of best management practices (BMPs).  

Above is the official Hand Book description!  However, this is really an opportunity to make a visi-

ble difference in your community.  Juan Neito, the current Chair, has members that already work 

AMG tables, but you will have the opportunity to add your own team members.  You will work with 

our AgAgent and the LSU AG Center.  You will coordinate schedules and set up at the events you 

choose.  You can choose the events you feel will give the LPMGA the most positive impact on the 

community.   

Your team will have the opportunity to increase their knowledge of horticulture, fruits and vegeta-

bles, pest management, and help LPMGA and the LSU AgCenter show more visibility in the com-

munity.  Your team members will see real life issues and requests from people in our community, 

and as the answers are found we all learn. If  the answer is not readily know, take a name and 

phone number and tell the person we will call them with a solution.   

If you have any questions please contact Juan Neito or Mary Gladney 

mailto:native@camtel.net


Annual On Cuisine du Jardin Cook-Off 

“We Cook from the Garden” 

LSU AgCenter's annual School Garden Cook-off is scheduled to take place Sadurday February 4th from 9:30 

AM to l2:30 PM at David Thibodeaux STEM Academy.   This is one of our most important obligations for 

LPMGA and they need our help.  Below is a list of volunteer opportunities for this year’s event: 

• Set up, Friday afternoon 2:30 to 3:30 AND cleanup on Saturday 

• Registration (sign in) Saturday 9-11 AM 

• Greeters 9:30 to 11:30  

• Hall Monitor– make sure folks stay in assigned area 

• Photographer to document the event 

• Timekeeper 9-12:30 

• Educational Activities Set up by 9:15 and start 9:45 AM, We need about 12 volunteers 

 

Pleas contact Linda Beyt 337-278-1258  (Chair Person), Juan Neito 337-290-1451 or Maddox Miller 337-291-

7090 for more information and to offer your assistance.  

Gulf Coast Pentstemon  

How cute is this!!! My friend has reported that it survived the 2022 Christmas 

freeze. The plants usually come from local growers, like LPMGA and Native 

Plant Societies, not big stores. 

 A multitude of tall spikes of small purple foxglove like blooms are born in 
spring on this evergreen native perennial. Great for butterflies, bees, & birds. 

Reseeds readily. Enjoys an average moist to moist soil with ample sunlight. Ex-

cellent as a cut flower.  

Bloom Time: Mar , Apr , May , Jun 

USA: AR , LA , MS , TX 

Native Habitat: Gulf Coast prairies and marshes. Moist sand, loam, clay. 

Poor drainage okay. 

Grows To: 18-24''H x 16-20''W USDA Cold Hardiness Zones: 7,8,9, Out-

door Light: Part Sun 

 

javascript:openWindowUSDA('usda.asp')


FEBRUARY 
CALENDAR  

  
Jan. 28, 2023  

Tom Sawyer Days  

Allen Acres, Pitkin LA 
 
February 11, 2023 
Beauregard Parish Spring Garden Forum  
8 am to 1 pm 
War Memorial Civic Center, 250 W 7th St. 
 Deridder LA. Keith Hawkins 337-284-5188 
 
February 25, 2023  

Down and Dirty ,Cypress Bend Resort 

2000 Cypress Bend Parkway, Many, LA 

71449  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gardener’s Gazette is issued to all members of the Lafayette Parish Master Gardeners’ Program.  
All members are encouraged to submit news, educational features, and photographs. The deadline 
for all submissions is the 17th of each month for publication in the next month’s issue un-
less otherwise noted. 

 
Please send newsletter items to: 

Editor Mary Gladney   newsletter@lpmga.org  

The Master Gardener program is a division of the  

Louisiana Cooperative Extension Agency  

1010 Lafayette Street/Suite 325,  

Lafayette, Louisiana 70501 

Telephone  (337) 291-7090     Fax (337) 291-7099 

The AgCenter website is www.lsuagcenter.com  

The Louisiana cooperative extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment.  
Louisiana State University and A&M College, Louisiana Governing Bodies, Southern University, and 
the United States Department of Agriculture A State Partner in the Cooperative Extension System. 

It is the policy of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service that no person shall be subjected to 
discrimination on the grounds of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, or disability. 

 
If you have a disability which requires special  

assistance for your participation in our meetings, please call  the LSU AgCenter 291-7090 
 

Please note:  All meeting and event dates, times, and locations are subject to change. 

LSU AGRICULTURAL CENTER 
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE 

1010 Lafayette Street, Suite 325 
Lafayette, LA  70501-6884 


