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President’s Message

This is my first posting as President of LPMGA, and I am excited. I
know I will make some mistakes because I always do. But I usually fix
those mistakes and move on in a positive direction. So, bear with me as
I learn to be your President.

I am so fortunate to have an outstanding Board working with me. Past
President Juan Nieto, Vice President Bootsie Durand, Treasurer Angela

Moles, Volunteer Coordinator Lou Ann McClelland-Long, Corresponding
Secretary Mary Kramer, Recording Secretary Meagan Stogsdill, and Member at
Large Christine Devenport. I know we will work well together and.... we will
have fun while we work!

Now club business. Angela and I are working on a budget for 2023. After the
board approves it, we will present it to you for ratification. As we reviewed the
budget, we noted that after we fund all our projects, we do not have much surplus
money. As a nonprofit organization we do not need to make money, but rather
stay solvent and put a small amount up for future emergencies. The Board is dis-
cussing some alternatives and I will present these at our general meetings.

In addition, we have a new project that was placed on the budget last year, Mere-
dith’s Place. Meredith’s Place is a home for expectant mothers and mothers with
children under the age of 2. We will be teaching them gardening skills and pro-
vide nutritional information. We will have Mary Kramer speak to us on this at a
general meeting to give you more information.

Happy New Year and please try to stay warm.

Mary Gladney

Lois Manuel recently
demonstrated to the propa-
gation team the process of
treating camellia buds with
gibberellic acid to produce
bigger blooms. Here is the
result after six weeks.

Lois is currently chairman
of the Camellia Bed at our
Demonstration Gardens and
has been a Lafayette Parish
Master Gardener since 1999.
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Guava Root-Knot Nematode

At the 2022 Master Gardener Educational Day, LSU nematologist Dr. Tristan
Watson notified the Master Gardeners in attendance that there is a new pest to
be on the lookout for in Louisiana: the Guava root-knot nematode (GRKN). This
particular nematode, Meloidogyne enterolobii, is considered to be the most
economically important root-knot nematode in the world due to its virulence, wide
host range, severe damage potential, and ability to overcome root-knot nematode
resistance in crops.

i GRKN is very similar to the common Southern root-knot nematode, which is an
established nematode in Louisiana. Common signs of either root-knot nematode include plant stunting,
yellowing of the foliage, galls forming on the roots, and early wilting during drought. One way to differ-
entiate between the two nematodes is when crops that are usually resistant to the Southern root-knot
nematode become seriously damaged, it is likely GRKN. Check out this LSU AgCenter fact sheet on
this nematode for further information, including which host plants should have some level of resistance

to the Southern root-knot nematode: Guava root-knot nematode fact sheet.pdf (Isuagcenter.com)

The Guava root-knot nematode was recently introduced into our state on sweet potato material from
North Carolina and ornamental plant material from Florida. Luckily, these instances have been con-
trolled through quarantine practices, but it is important to remain diligent in exclusion practices. This
nematode has become established in parts of North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida.
Although it is likely that this pest will eventually become established in Louisiana, it is important to
delay that inevitability as long as possible because control measures will be costly.

Home gardeners are one of the first lines of defense in recognizing disease issues before an outbreak
may occur. We must all keep an eye out for root-knot nematode on nursery plants, tubers, rhizomes
and storage roots... and be sure not to bring plants home from our out-of-state vacations. It is also very
important to clean your equipment to be free of soil which will prevent the spread of soilborne patho-
gens from one area to another. Disinfecting gardening tools between locations may help to limit the
spread of pathogens including GRKN.

The Nematode Advisory Service is a program offered by the LSU AgCenter which tests plant and soil
samples submitted by farmers and homeowners for nematodes. Reach out to me if you ever need to
submit a sample to the lab, as I am happy to help.

If you would like to learn more about the Guava root-knot nematode, check out the following website:
FINDMe (findmenematode.org).

Maddox Miller


https://www.lsuagcenter.com/~/media/system/1/6/0/d/160d1ce63353a5f5bda996800a69adb1/guava%20root-knot%20nematode%20fact%20sheetpdf.pdf
https://www.findmenematode.org/what-is-me
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LPMGA
PROUDLY
PRESENTS
THE CLASS
OF 2022

CLASS OF 2022 COMPLETED 40 HOURS

1 These ten(10) people (roughly 1/3 of the class)
] completed the 2022 Louisiana Master Garden-
er Training program AND volunteered at least
40 hours. They were awarded their permanent
gold badge at graduation/Christmas So-

'cial. Please welcome the following graduates
into the Lafayette Parish Master Gardeners
Association.

Pictured Left to Right (also Alphabetical):

Katharine Batiste, Melissa Dardar, Robert (Bobby) Darnall, John Hebert,
Patricia Leyendecker, Billie Maylard ( Did NOT attend, therefore NOT
pictured), Lois Page, Suzanne Salmeron Richard, Carolyn Wentworth,

Gerald (Gee) Williams
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LPMGA 2023 Executive Board

PRESEDENT MARY GLADNEY
VICE PRESIDENT BOOTSIE DURAND
PAST PRESIDENT JUAN NEITO
TREASURER ANGELA MOLES
COORESPONDING SECRETARY MARY KRAMER
RECORDING SECRETARY MEAGAN STOGSDILL
MEMBER AT LARGE CHRISTINE DEVENPORT
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR LOUANN MCCLELLAND LONG
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Everything In My Garden Is Frozen
By Nancy Anne Rowe

>

“Women and cats will do as they please.’
Robert Heinlein

Plants need to be added to that list. These few days of night temperatures in the low 20’s or even upper teens have been
nightmarish for gardeners. On Saturday, Christmas eve, the daytime temperature struggled to reach the freezing point
but never made it even that high.
Our yards and gardens are haunted by figures shrouded in blankets and quilts. I'm a little leery of looking under those
covers but am maintaining my optimism. I am hopeful that tropicals that have come back from past brutal freezes will
survive these past few days as well.
The damage that has been done cannot be undone, but we want to give these distressed plants the best shot at recov-
ery. Looking around, the temptation is to go ahead and cut off all that frost-bitten foliage and the branches they grew
on.
Most experts suggest that we wait, particularly on the woody-stemmed plants. If you scrape off a spot of bark and the
underneath is green (or white) and healthy-looking, leave the plant alone until it begins to leaf out in the spring. Then
remove the obviously destroyed parts.
Our plants that grow from underground bulbs and tubers are most likely to regrow even if they appear dead to the
ground. These succulent-leaved treasures (banana, canna, ginger, crinum, etc.) can absolutely be clipped to remove the
droopy, watery post-freeze foliage. It won’t recover its upright structure and is best removed before it degrades any fur-
ther.
Tip: The juice from bananas, figs and others will stain clothing, and will not wash out. Goo-Gone or a similar solvent
will take this out of your blouse or gloves.
Local lore says that we will lose all our topicals every ten years — I've taken this to mean a few this year, a few the next.
But this truly unseasonal and unreasonable cold will likely take out quite a few of even the hardiest plants and trees.
The LSU AgCenter advises that, among the citrus trees, Satsumas and Kumquats are very cold-tolerant, with limes
and lemons the least likely to survive, other citrus fall somewhere in the middle. My kumquats were full not only of
fruit, but flowers as well — so next year’s crop may be leaner than usual — time will tell.
Some ornamentals appear to be completely unaffected by the cold — the gardenias and azaleas look crisp and green, as
do the magnolias.
Too big to cover, the Angel Trumpets (Brugmansia) and Confederate Rose (Hibiscus mutabilis) look truly tragic right
now, the lush foliage now dangling like wet rags. These have traditionally grown back from the ground even when
killed down to the roots. If you find that these are dead in the spring and cut them down, mark their spots, as they will
most likely return.
Experts also advise that we do not want to rush fertilizing cold-damaged plants and trees until they have begun new
growth.
A positive side to the gardens of limp and collapsed plants: the pecan and oak seedlings are now easy to see and dig out.
A lot of things needed to be pruned, now this will be mandatory, so another good aspect to this horror.
When we head out to the nursery on the first warm day (and we will!), it is important to remember that many of these

places are unheated, and they did what we do — cover everything as well as we can and hope for the
best. Be sure to examine the roots of everything you are tempted to buy — the plant might look good,
but if the roots froze they will be brown/black and the plant itself is unlikely to grow successfully.
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VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR MESSAGE
It’s been another great year for LPMGA.

As we wave goodbye to 2022, let’s send a sincere thanks to all of our
volunteers for their continued support of our organization and the LSU AgCenter.
The contributions of each one of our members are greatly appreciated.
Welcome to the members of the 2023 MG Class.

2023 DUES-REQUIRED TO BE ACTIVE
Mail to our Treasurer: Angela Moles
Dues are due by December 31st, 2022. A late fee of $5 is added after December 31st.

YOUR SIGNED AND DATED 2023 CODE OF CONDUCT-REQUIRED TO BE ACTIVE-AND COMMITTEE
FORM

Mail or email a photo of the form to our Corresponding Secretary: Meagan Stogsdill

These forms have been emailed to the membership, but if you need a copy, or have questions, contact
Angela or Meagan. They are also posted on our website and in the LPMGA members Facebook group.

THE MINIMUM HOURS REQUIRE FOR ACTIVE STATUS ARE 20 VOLUNTEER AND 6 CONTINUING
EDUCATION. Please remember that all hours must be recorded in the year that they were performed.

THE 2022 CLLASS HAS FROM THE END OF THEIR CLLASS UNTIL DECEMBER 315T, 2023 TO ACCOM-
PLISH THEIR VOLUNTEER HOURS FOR CERTIFICATION Your hours from 2022 will be added to your
2023 volunteer hours. You do not have to earn Continuing Education hours until after you are certi-
fied. Please remember that all hours must be recorded in the year that they were performed. If you have
any questions about hours, please contact Volunteer Coordinator Louann McClelland Long.

SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP forms are available on our website or from the Corresponding Secretary
or Volunteer Coordinator. You are eligible after 10 complete years of active volunteering. Please see
the form for more details.

HOURS EARNED AFTER DECEMBER 15 DEFINITELY COUNT AND YOU SHOULD RECORD THEM
However, IT support will not be available during the LSU winter break should you

encounter a problem with the recording system. If you do have issues with the system,

please contact Volunteer Coordinator Louann Long (mglouann@gmail.com) for assistance or with ques-
tions.

Please remember to update the contact information in your online recording account.

Wishing you and your families a very happy new year!

2022 LPMGA VOLUNTEER/CONTINUING EDUCATION
2:22% HOUR REPORT November15 To December 15 2022
our Totals
i ——<oma Activity Hours Totals 2022
Mnﬂgpon By Details Report Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec TOTAL
Total Vol Hrs 4H & Other Youth Activities 285 11.5 76 22 5 0 57 58 55.5 68.5 118 4l 778.73
1113211 Attending Bus/Admin Meetings 205 13.5 6.5 285 0 75 26.75 435 43 12.5 13.8 49.05 466.85
To:aslogEs:rs Civic & Community 332.85 | 410.65 | 306.2 269 119.75 | 1265 | 1355 | 14125 | 53455 | 761.15 | 6875 1194 7626.22
Ind Contacts Continuing Education 2 2 75 2 0 35 0 475 2 10 0 6.75 62.5
Total1 ::?:tacts Extension Activities 88.75 59.5 59.75 423 255 60 1279 | 199.25 | 22245 164.2 140.8 705 1749.52
28711 LMG Teaching Activities 19 26 238 305 4 8 20 28 29.75 1455 | 3575 | 2719 449.79
Mileage
60891 CE Totals
Expenses Vol Hrs Summary Report 119.75 | 152.75 727 64 18.5 13.5 20.75 385 63.49 104.15 | 120.85 | 1422.49 | 1816.36
i Volunteer Totals
\;:L:I; ;’;lg; Vol Hrs Summary Report 4916 | 523.15 | 479.75 | 439.05 | 154.25 | 2055 | 367.15 | 474.75 | 887.25 | 1033.90 | 99585 | 143.41 | 11156.61
Based on $10 Hr Updated 12/15/2022. The 2022 monthly totals may change throughoutthe year since hours may be recorded or edited in previous months during the currentyear.
Vol Retention Chart totals for previous months are not updated monthly. Report dates are set to meet LPMGA newsletter deadlines.
67%
A 2022 Yearly Report will be sentout through the newsletter when it becomes available.
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December 17th Garden Stroll
Susan Chutz Garden

LPMG, Susan Chutz, hosted a garden stroll for members in December. Below are
some photos of her lovely garden.

Frostweed
(Verbesina virginica)

Ice forming from wa-
ter exuding from the
base of the stem.
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Down and Dirty Garden Seminar
Presented by Sabine Master Gardeners Saturday,
February 25, 2023
Tickets $45
Limited number of tickets available
Cypress Bend Resort
2000 Cypress Bend Parkway, Many, LA 71449
Registration: 8:30
Program: 9;00 to 3:00

Flyers for the event are attached

LPMGA 2022 OUTSTANDING MASTER GARDENER

. | LPMGA recognized John Fontane as 2022 Outstanding

' © Master Gardener. John has been a Master Gardener

L since 2007. John is an educator and a mentor in the SGI

T program. He stands for everything Master Gardeners are
' encouraged to be. Johns knowledge and sills to teach life

experiences and promote Agriculture as a career are

1mportant to the program and the students.

His value to the LSU AGCenter Master Gardener Program and the influ-
ence and knowledge he lends to the School Garden Program speaks to eve-
rything our organization stands for . Congratulations John!

John was presented with a lovely vase created by Anita Hughes.
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JANUARY
CALENDAR

February 25, 2023
Cypress Bend Resort 2000 Cypress Bend
Parkway, Many, LA 71449

January 4th

Lue Svendson

Speaks on her ability to create a frame to
compliment her work. She wants you to
feel like you are there.

Gardener’s Gazette is issued to all members of the Lafayette Parish Master Gardeners’ Program.
All members are encouraged to submit news, educational features, and photographs. The deadline
for all submissions is the 17th of each month for publication in the next month’s issue un-
less otherwise noted.

Please send newsletter items to:
Editor Mary Gladney newsletter@lpmga.org
The Master Gardener program is a division of the
Louisiana Cooperative Extension Agency
1010 Lafayette Street/Suite 325,
Lafayette, Louisiana 70501
Telephone (337)291-7090 Fax (337) 291-7099
The AgCenter website is www.Isuagcenter.com
The Louisiana cooperative extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment.
Louisiana State University and A&M College, Louisiana Goveming Bodies, Southern University, and
the United States Department of Agriculture A State Partner in the Cooperative Extension System.
Itis the policy of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service that no person shall be subjected to
discrimination on the grounds of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, or disability.

If you have a disability which requires special
assistance for your participation in our meetings, please call the LSU AgCenter 291-7090

Please note: All meeting and event dates, times, and locations are subject to change.
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