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VOLUME 25 ISSUE 3 

WHAT’S INSIDE 

President’s Message 

March 2023 

As March begins, I am looking forward to the arrival of spring.  It will 

make its presence known in Louisiana with Festival des Fleurs in April, 

Dans le Jardin in May, Moncus Park events starting in March, and many 

more gardening events that are listed on our Facebook page.  What a 

great time to be a part of LPMG! 

So much is going on…Paul Manual is getting ready for our 2023 class, 

with the help of his new Co-Chair Mary Ann Armbruster.  John Hebert is 

working on getting together our spring pine straw sale.  The price per bale 

remains high,. Meredith Place, in Scott Louisiana, is off to a great start 

putting in their educational garden.  LPMGA is now partnered with Mon-

cus Park; we will plant and oversee the work on 3 Native Plant beds, as 

well as offering educational talks on many subjects. We will have an Ask a 

Master Gardener table at many events and will need a Chairperson.   

Hopefully we will have a budget ready for your review by our March gen-

eral meeting.  Angela Moles, John Hebert and Judy Higgins have put 

many hours of work into trying to create a reasonable budget. This has 

been no easy task, as we have been using the same budget for several 

years now and our income for the last 3 years has gone down.   As a club 

we have had 2 main fundraisers, Festival des Fleurs and PlantFest, both 

of these events earned less money in 2020 to 2022 than in prior years.  

This has left us with concerns that must be addressed if we are to contin-

ue with our projects and obligations.   

This year we are adding a third fund raising event, Dans le Jardin, on 

May 20th.  We also have two new chairs for PlantFest, L. J. Delcambre 

and Jim Russo, who have big plans for presenting a most successful plant 

sale.  Be watching for their request for committee members and sign up.  

Festival des Fluer is set for April 15th and this will be the events 30th year.   

Our club and our country have had a rough couple of years.  But I am op-

timistic that this year will be a year of opportunities for both the club and 

the country.   

Thanks for all you do! Mary Gladney   



MEETINGS AND WHAT PLANT AM I  

2023 LPMGA  

General Meetings 
First Wednesday  

Monthly 

Daytime: 12:00pm 

Evening: 6 pm 

2023 LPMGA 

Board  

Meetings  

1pm on Third  

Tuesday 

 

 
Dates, times, topics, and locations  

are subject to change 

 
GENERAL MEETINGS 

 
BOARD MEETINGS 

   March 8     March 21 

  April 5 April18 

May 3 

Social 

May 16 

June 7 June20 

July  July 

August 2 August 15 

September 6 September 19 

October 4 October17 

November 1 November 21 

December 6 

Social 

December 19 

WHAT PLANT AM I  

This plant is native to the eastern 

United States, down to Florida and 

over to Texas. It is a woody deciduous 

shrub, evergreen in warmer areas. Size 

varies, but is usually from four to eight 

feet tall and wide. Its shiny green 

leaves are simple, alternate and serrat-

ed. In the fall, they turn red, gold, yel-

low, orange and burgundy.  They are 

borne on shiny green and red stems. 

The overall form is cascading.  

     In spring, white bell-shaped flowers 

appear, which are highly fragrant. 

These flowers attract bees, butterflies 

and other pollinators. Because the 

flowers form on the past season's 

growth, prune only immediately after 

flowering. Small brown to copper fruit 

follows the flowering. 

     This shrub prefers moist acidic 

sandy loams in shade or partial sun. It 

does not tolerate drought or windy con-

ditions. It will send out suckers to form 

colonies. It is poisonous to livestock, 

and mildly poisonous to hu-

mans. Suitable for planting on slopes 

to stop erosion, in woodlands, and in 

understories near ponds, this native 

should be utilized much more than it 

is. 

 

Do you know what plant this is?  

Karen Trahan Class 2009  



      

              Spring Is On Its Way! 

        The weather is beginning to warm up nicely and spring is on its 

        way!  Spring is  a wonderful season for gardeners of all kinds  

        and re invigorates the desire to grow.  One thing that I have  

        come to appreciate about gardening is that it can be very task 

        oriented.  In a world with constant distractions, it is nice to fo-

cus on a task and improve our outdoor living space.  A task as simple as mowing 

the grass has a defined “before” and “after” and a sense of accomplishment is felt 

when you look at your recent work from a distance.  Propagating new plants can 

be especially rewarding as you have a defined starting point (seeds or cuttings), 

and with a little care and time, you are able to see the fruits of your labor.  Ob-

serving that first flower on a newly propagated petunia or tasting the first fruit 

on a new (to you) tomato cultivar can be quite a fulfilling experience.    

The health benefits of gardening are well documented and include lowering anxie-

ty and blood pressure levels.  Aside from the beneficial physical activity, garden-

ing can also offer great mental stimulation and keeps one looking forward to new 

tasks in the garden.  Gardeners who grow their own fruits and vegetables also 

benefit from knowing where their produce comes from and which chemicals were 

applied.  The fresher the produce, the more vitamins and minerals, and therefore 

the more health benefits.  

The excitement for a new growing season is here but do remember that the aver-

age last frost date for our area is not until mid-March.  Practice a little patience if 

you are looking to plant non-hardy plants prior to this date, or be ready to cover if 

we get a late cold snap.  Patience is also important when considering whether or 

not to remove the cold-damaged plants from our late December freeze event.  Give 

your plants a little bit of TLC and allow extra time to recover.  I’m excited to see 

the Master Gardener reports of which plants survived the cold event, but if you 

remove your plants prior to them bouncing back we will miss out on some great 

information! 

I wish you all a happy spring season and best of luck in the garden! 

Maddox Miller, LSU AgCenter 



Meredith's Place is a resident facili-

ty for pregnant women and women 

with children located in Scott LA.  

This is an approved LPMGA project.  

This month they helped the  

residents put in a garden.  

Cottage Keeper Needed! 

If you are a person who likes to keep order and arrange 

things, this job is for YOU. The Cottage is important to 

store things and to give the workers a place to break 

and rest.  This Chair will keep the workroom, green-

house and shed in order, inventory supplies and re-

order them as budgeted, as well as maintain the water 

cooler supplies.  Heather Finley, the Propagation 

Chair, will help with what/when to order and assigning 

someone to pick up the supplies.   This is not a very 

physical position. Contact Heather Finley for details! 

 

MEREDITH PLACE 



GEAUX NATIVE 

With Carol Antosiak 

An excellent native plant to consider for your yard is 

Rattlesnake Master, which is visited by dozens of 

species of pollinators including bees, moths, butter-

flies, flies, beetles -and wasps which parasitize harm-

ful bugs.  Not only is it an impressive pollinator mag-

net but a stand-out garden plant as well.  A clumping 

perennial growing to 6', Rattlesnake Master likes full 

sun and blooms in the summer with stalks of spacy-

looking greenish-white flowers which are interesting 

in flower arrangements. (The common name refers to 

the belief that parts of the plant could cure or prevent 

snake bite. A completely erroneous assumption so 

don't try this at home.) 

 

Eryngium yuccifolium 

Rattlesnake Master 

LPMGA IN NEED OF “ASK A MASTER GARDENER” CHAIR 

The goal of the program is to develop a visible and mobile reference desk provid-

ing general information about the Master Gardener program and, more im-

portantly, serve as a horticultural troubleshooter giving research-based infor-

mation on plant pathology and entomology problems as well as recommendations 

of best management practices (BMPs).  

This program aims to: increase visibility of the LSU AgCenter/Extension Service/ 

Master Gardener Program • expand awareness of BMPs • increase horticultural 

knowledge in the gardening community • improve fruit/flower production • im-

prove aesthetic quality of community gardens • reduce disease/pest spreading 

from one plant to another and one neighborhood to  

another • reduce improper chemical use.  

You will need a vehicle able to carry a small table and 2 chairs, which can be a 

SUV or small pickup.  There will be some horticultural information to display, 

but nothing so heavy that a 5’6”, or smaller, woman can not handle. This is a 

great way to meet people, earn volunteer hours and educate yourself and others.  

Contact Juan Neito 337-290-1451 or Mary Gladney 337-278-7668 

  



WHAT PLANT AM I?  

Eubotrys or Leucothoe  

racemosa:     

 Sweetbells, Swamp  

doghobble, Honeybells  

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Diana Lombana, class of 2022, 

Completed her 40 hours of volunteer 

work. She has earned her certificate 

of completion and her gold badge.  

 

Kathy Troyanowski, Cindy 

Wiley, and Susan Durio 

manned an informational table 

on growing healthy vegetables 

and citrus at the Lafayette Par-

ish Sheriff Office Health Fair 

today. They provided infor-

mation on growing vegetables 

and citrus as part of the Sheriff 

Department’s focus on health 

for its employees 



VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR MESSAGE 
 

                 
    Please remember that each member is re-
sponsible for updating their contact information in the 

Roster and online recording system.  

Each year LPMGA members pay dues, submit a signed Code 
of Conduct, and record at least 20 volunteer and 6 continuing 
education hours to remain active in the following year.  (We 
also receive a committee selection form.  This form is used to 
update contact information and committee lists in the Roster.  
If you check that you are interested in a committee your con-
tact information is forwarded to the Chair of that committee.)  
These items are due by December 31st each year and are 
made available at General Meetings, sent with newsletters, 
attached to other LPMGA emails, posted on our website 
(www.lpmga.org) and our members only Facebook group 
(Lafayette Parish Master Gardeners | Facebook) usually start-
ing in August or September each year. Copies may be made 
available at the Cottage also.  If you have not received these 
yearly forms by email please make sure that your contact de-
tails in the Roster are correct and contact the Corresponding 
Secretary Meagan Stogsdill (LMGmeagan@gmail.com) Treas-
urer Angela Moles (amoles0118@gmail.com) or Volunteer 

Coordinator Louann Long (MGlouann@gmail.com) for assistance.The minimum recorded hours requirement for our members in 2023 

is 20 Volunteer and 6 Continuing Education hours.  Sustaining Members also record hours to remain active. 

Members of the 2022 MG Class have until December 31st, 2023 to record their 40 volunteer hours for certification.  Class members do not have to 
record Continuing Education hours until after you are certified. CE hours do not count toward the 40 hours for certification.  Members of the 2021 MG 
Class were granted an additional year (until December 31st 2023) by the LMG Coordinator to earn their certification hours due to Covid re-
strictions.  

If you are currently inactive it is easy to become active again.  Inactive members are welcome at meetings and to join in activities to earn hours.  Inac-
tive members may not vote, hold Board offices, will not receive a membership card or be able to purchase MG pine straw until they have become active 
again.  To become active in the following year, dues and a signed Code of Conduct must be submitted and at least the minimum volunteer and CE hours 

recorded during the inactive year. 

Round your hours up to the nearest quarter hour and add your travel time straight to and from your volunteer or CE activity. CE events with over 
250 miles of travel need to be pre-approved.  Contact the Volunteer Coordinator who will forward your request to the LMG State Coordinator for a decision 

regarding approval. 

All LPMGA events and activities must be pre-approved by the Board and included on our sanctioned events/projects list before hours can be earned. 
This is an insurance issue. If you have an idea for a project or event and need to have hours pre-approved the form is available on our website or contact 

the Volunteer Coordinator or other Board member. 

Consider Chairing a committee or running for the LPMGA Board. Contact any member of the Nominating Committee or the Member At Large for de-

tails about the Board and President Mary Gladney about Committee Chair positions. 

f you have any questions about earning or recording hours please contact Volunteer Coordinator Louann Long (337) 501-7998 or 
mglouann@gmail.com 

Visit www.lsuagcenter.com/portals/communications/publications for a wide variety of publicationsincluding worm composting, 

planting for pollinators, lawn maintenance,  

Louisiana trees and shrubs and home blueberry production.  Reading AgCenter publications counts as CE hours.  Many of the 
publications are free. 

http://www.lpmga.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/666086914994448/?ref=share&mibextid=S66gvF
mailto:LMGmeagan@gmail.com
mailto:amoles0118@gmail.com
mailto:MGlouann@gmail.com
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/portals/communications/publications


Congrats to our very own Dan Devenport.  The Louisiana State Horticulture Society recently recognized Dan, along 

with Allen Owings and Billy Welsh, for their “Life Member Recognitions.”  All three are also honorary members of The 

Louisiana Nursery and Landscape Association.  LNLA is a non-profit professional trade association.  It strives to pro-

vide its members with education, marketing, and networking opportunities essential to the Horticulture industry.   

 

Dan retired from his LSU AgExtension responsibilities May 2, 2022 but still remains active with many other plant socie-

ties and horticulture organizations.  Dan is best known in our Master Gardener’s program for his kindness and willing-

ness to help.  Always ready with a good Boudreaux joke, he may be behind the scenes making work fun but he is doing 

whatever is necessary for a successful event.  Dan’s expertise, education and generosity shines through his teaching, set-

ting up or tearing down exhibits, getting plants donated, or providing great advice by consulting with home gardeners. 

 

Dan works diligently for the betterment of Lafayette Parish Master Gardeners and our community—Kudos to Dan 

Devenport.   

KUDOS 

DAN DEVENPORT 

CONGRADULATIONS! 

Kelly Domingue class of 2022, 

Completed her 40 hours of volunteer 

work. She has earned her certificate of 

completion and her gold badge.  

 

Kelly Domingue, class of 2022, 

shared this picture of her lettuce 

bed.  It survived the cold and it is 

beautiful. Happy eating! 



Seventh Annual On Cuisine du Jardin Cook-Off 

“We Cook from the Garden” 

LPMGA VP Bootsie 

Durand accepts an  

award of  apprecia-

tion from Charles 

Hebert! 

Congratulations to all our school teams and special thanks 
to everyone that came out to support our youth in the 7th 
Annual On Cuisine du Jardin Cook-Off  this past Saturday! 
The goal of  the Cook-Off  is to provide youth participants 
hands-on cooking experiences using vegetables grown 
from their school gardens and/or local produce and 
knowledge of  healthy food choices that make up MyPlate. 
This is an exciting example of  great local organizations 
coming together to support healthy lifestyles, education, 
and local food production.  



 

 

           Hello MG Friends, 

          The weather is getting warmer, and our gardens are waking 

          up. It’s time to start thinking about garden strolls. If you   

          would like to host a stroll in your garden, or if you can sug 

          gest someone’s garden, please let me know. The strolls are for 

          us to attend, but you don’t have to be a Master Gardener to 

host a stroll. You earn one education hour by attending, and you earn volunteer 

hours by working a stroll. Thank you! Cindy Wiley 

337-207-6424 or cindy4wiley@yahoo.com 

2023 Garden Strolls  

Corinne Martin will be the first speaker for Healing Traditions of Acadiana 

since the pandemic shut it all down. Her long-awaited talk will be March 11 

at 11 am in Vermilionville‘s Performance Center. Martin’s talk is entitled 

“Modern Day Healing with Traditional Herbs,” and is an introduction to the 

native Louisiana medicinal plants used by traiteurs and other Louisiana 

healers. 

Martin is the author of three books and numerous articles on medicinal 

plants and healing. She is a certified clinical herbalist, an amateur natural-

ist, an ordained Interfaith Minister, and a certified spiritual director. She 

has recently retired from teaching holistic and integrative health studies at 

the University of Southern Maine School of Nursing and resides in both 

Louisiana and Maine. 

Healing Traditions of Acadiana  

mailto:cindy4wiley@yahoo.com


MARCH 
CALENDAR  

 
GENERAL MEETING MARCH 1 SOUTH 

SIDE LIABRARY 

 

LPMG BOARD MEETING MARCH 21ST IRA 

NELSON 

  

Spring into Color May 23rd  Pelican Park 

Mandeville LA 
 

 

Festival des Fleurs  April 15th Blackham 

Coliseum Lafayette , Lafayette 

 

Dans le Jardin May 20th Hilton Garden 

Inn West Congress  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gardener’s Gazette is issued to all members of the Lafayette Parish Master Gardeners’ Program.  
All members are encouraged to submit news, educational features, and photographs. The deadline 
for all submissions is the 17th of each month for publication in the next month’s issue un-
less otherwise noted. 

 
Please send newsletter items to: 

Editor Mary Gladney   newsletter@lpmga.org  

The Master Gardener program is a division of the  

Louisiana Cooperative Extension Agency  

1010 Lafayette Street/Suite 325,  

Lafayette, Louisiana 70501 

Telephone  (337) 291-7090     Fax (337) 291-7099 

The AgCenter website is www.lsuagcenter.com  

The Louisiana cooperative extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment.  
Louisiana State University and A&M College, Louisiana Governing Bodies, Southern University, and 
the United States Department of Agriculture A State Partner in the Cooperative Extension System. 

It is the policy of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service that no person shall be subjected to 
discrimination on the grounds of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, or disability. 

 
If you have a disability which requires special  

assistance for your participation in our meetings, please call  the LSU AgCenter 291-7090 
 

Please note:  All meeting and event dates, times, and locations are subject to change. 

LSU AGRICULTURAL CENTER 
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE 

1010 Lafayette Street, Suite 325 
Lafayette, LA  70501-6884 


