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WHAT’S INSIDE 

FEBRUARY 2021 

Presidents Message 
   Hello! My name is Don Weintritt, class of 2017, and I am honored 
to serve as President of the Lafayette Parish MG’s for 
2021. I am sure we are all hoping that 2021 goes along a 
little smoother, with a gradual return to normalcy in our 
future. 

   I want to recognize all of our members for hanging in 
there and keeping the program alive. I especially want to 
thank the leadership of our outgoing President Colette 
Anzalone, and my fellow board members and committee 
chairs, for their steady hand at the helm during this diffi-
cult time. It wasn’t easy. Members were unable to meet at 
all for months, but gradually transitioned to socially-
distanced, limited work parties while wearing masks (in 
all kinds of weather). General meetings and most social 
events were canceled, but friendships endured. We built 
an on-line inventory of all of our plant stocks. We had our 
first ever on-line plant sale with drive through pickup ser-
vice that supplemented our shrunken coffers. Members 
voted on-line on a variety of issues as they could not meet 
face to face. The board operated by meet-me-line for 
months, and used email to complete a much needed up-
date to the by-laws. New members stepped up to fill open 
board positions. The list of accomplishments is too long for 
a newsletter, but our ability to adapt and move forward 
says a lot about the character and quality of our member-
ship. It’s a great organization. I love it. 

   As we head into the new year, make sure to let me know 
what’s on your mind. 
 

Don Weintritt 

LPMGA President 2021 



MEETINGS AND WHAT PLANT AM I  

2021 LPMGA  
General Meetings 

First Wednesday  
Monthly 

except for July 
Daytime: 12:30pm 

2021 LPMGA 
Board  

Meetings  
1pm on Third  

Tuesday 

 

 
     I'm a very hardy perennial spring-
blooming bulb, native to Eurasia. I've nat-
uralized in many places around the world.  
I'm often found at old homesites and can 
persist for 50 years or more. I'm one of the 
most dependable bulbs for the lower 
South. I grow best in sun to partial shade 
in moist but well-drained soil. My shiny, 
emerald green strap-shaped leaves are 1 
inch wide and can reach up to 24 inches 
long. 

     In early spring, I send up hollow stalks 
that droop over.  These produce white, 3/4-
inch bell-shaped flowers tipped with green 
or yellow dots, usually in clusters of 3 to 5 
per stem.  

     I'm propagated by division. My bulbs do 
best when left undisturbed for long peri-
ods of time. For this reason, I'm not suita-
ble for container planting. Plant me in Au-
tumn, 2 to 4 inches deep and 4 inches 
apart, with at least 15 bulbs per group. 
Fertilize me after flowering. Allow my foli-
age to mature before cutting to allow it to 
replenish the food stores in my bulb. 

   My bulbs are not attractive to rodents or 
deer.        

   I've earned the Royal Horticultural Soci-
ety's Award of Garden Merit. 

 

Do you know what plant I am? 

 
Answer on page 8 

Dates, times, topics, and locations  
are subject to change 

NONE JANUARY 19 

NONE FEBRUARY 23 

??? MARCH 16 

APRIL 7 APRIL  20 

MAY 5 MAY 18 

JUNE 2 JUNE 15 

JULY JULY 

AUGUST  4 AUGUST 17 

SEPEMBER 1 SEPTEMBER 21 

OCTOBER 6 OCTOBER 19 

NOVEMBER 10 NOVEMBER 16 

DECEMBER SOCIAL DECEMBER 21 



    These cold January and February days are dismal and some-
what depressing, but they are a great time for you to focus on 
something like “Creating a Power Point” or developing a 
“Gardening Talk” that you can share with others, once this 
Covid-19 pandemic is no longer preventing us from giving 
presentations.  The time you put into developing such presenta-

tions can be counted as both educational and volunteer hours depending on 
your research time and the time it took to put the power point/talk together 
and ultimately delivering the talk.   

    You may be a person who loves a particular family of plants, butterflies, 
birds, or pollinators and these can be topics for you to research thus learn-
ing more about your topic that you can include in your talk.  Remember 
that if the LSU website does not have all the information you are looking 
for, visit the land grant colleges of nearby states to get information that is 
more relevant to Louisiana.  The universities that are good choices include:  
Texas A&M, Mississippi State, University of Arkansas, Auburn University, 
and the University of Florida. 

    Public speaking does not come easy for many of us but the more talks 
that you give, the easier it gets.  In the past few Master Gardener Classes, 
students were asked to deliver a 5–7 minute talk and they were all so awe-
some.  If you were in one of these classes, please consider updating your 
presentation during this off-season and perhaps when things improve you 
can share with our master gardeners at a general membership meeting or 
the public at the library 

    I hope everyone is staying safe and healthy!  Hopefully, we can begin 
meeting at the general membership meetings soon! 
    

 

LSU AgAgent Dan Devenport  

 

 

THE DEVENPORT REPORT:   

 



Lifting the Veil on Botanical Nomenclature 
Part 2 – Color My World…Latin Style! 

By Becky Taylor 

Gardeners around the world take to their soil for a variety of purposes.  Some reasons are as practical as growing vegetables for the family 
table or planting trees to provide shade for a comfortable gathering spot. But deep in the heart of every gardener is the appreciation of the 
glory of flowers.  What gardener has not perused their bed in early morning and been delighted to find an old friend coming into bloom for 
yet another season, or settled in for a late afternoon beverage and gazed with satisfaction upon the palate they have created. A few hints into 
botanical nomenclature can add much to your horticultural creations.  

Perhaps you would like to create a cool garden, filled with whites and blues.  Then you should look for plants with some of these specific epi-
thets in their name: 

· alba, albicans, albus – white (Ipomoea alba – Moonflower Vine)) 

· candidus, candida, candidum - pure white, shiny (Zephyranthes candida – White Rain Lily) 

· azurea, azureus - azure, sky blue (Heliotrope azureus ‘Azure Skies’) 

· caerula, caerulea - deep blue (Neomarica caerulea – Blue Walking Iris) 

· cyanus, cyanea – blue (Iochroma cyanea ‘Royal Blue’) 

For a garden of pastels you could add  pinks,  purples and pale yellow  to those whites and blues: 

· amethystina – violet (Passiflora amethystina – Amethyst Passionvine) 

· citrinus – yellow (Passiflora citrinus – Yellow Passionvine) 

· lutea, luteus – yellow (Pachystachys lutea – Yellow Shrimp Plant) 

· flava, flavum – yellow (Hedychium flavum – Yellow Ginger) 

· purpurea, purpureus – purple (Echinacea purpurea – Purple Coneflower) 

· rosea - rose-colored (Alcea rosea – Hollyhock) 

· violacea – violet (Petunia x violacea, Laura Bush Petunia) 

A garden of hot reds, oranges and yellows would need some of these: 

· aurea, aureus, aureum – golden (Lycoris radiata aurea – Yellow Spider Lily) 

· aurantiaca, aurantiacum – orange (Cestrum aurantiacum – Orange Cestrum) 

· cardinalis, carminitus – cardinal red (Lobelia cardinalis – Cardinal Flower) 

· coccineus, coccinea, coccineum – scarlet (Salvia coccinea – Lady in Red Salvia) 

· igneus – fiery, flame clolored – (Costus igneus – Fiery Costus) 

· miniata - of a reddish color (Salvia miniata – Belize Sage) 

If foliage interest is your goal, shop for plants including these: 

argentea, argenteus – silvery  (Plectranthus argenteus ‘Quicksilver’ – Silver Plectranthus) 

discolor, bicolor - two or separate colors (Cissus discolor – Rex Begonia Vine) 

nigra – black (Sambucus nigra – Black Elderberry) 

rubra, rubrum, rubens, ruber – red (Morus rubra – Red Mulberry) 

viridis – green (Asclepias viridis – Green Antelopehorn Butterfly Weed) 

variegata – variegated (Alpinia zerumbet variegata, Variegated Shell Ginger) 

marginata – with creamy white margins (Hosta albo-marginata) 

zebrina – striped (Tradescantia zebrina – Wandering Jew) 

Our favorite Pronouncing Dicitionary of Plant Names can be a great tool in selecting the right colored bloom to blend with the rest of your 
garden.  Purchase your copy ($5) at our monthly meetings.  With a little reading and research. botanical latin will begin to make sense. 



 

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR MESSAGE 
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LSU BOTANIC GARDENS 
WHAT’S HAPPENING 2021 

https://www.lsu.edu/botanic-gardens/events/index.php 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND PARTNERSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT 

AZALEA SOCIETY PARTNERS WITH  PRESERVATION ALLIANCE OF LAFAYETTE  
 

The Azalea Trail  Committee would  like to announce that Lafayette’s Azalea Trail will be part-
nering with Preservation Alliance of Lafayette in promoting the trail and historic proper-

ties.  Further beautification efforts will continue as they revitalize the grounds of historic homes 
and buildings along the historic azalea trail  
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WHAT PLANT AM I ANSWER 

 

 

This month’s spotlight falls on ELlen Grote, master gardener 
class of  2003.  Over the years Ellen has worked in the ac-
counting and real estate fields. She has a son, Doug, and a 

granddaughter who is a student at LSU.  Since completing the 
Master Gardener class she has worked with the propagation 
committee.  For most of  that time she was chairman of  the 
perennial bed. In 2016 she gave up that position and now 

works in the bulb bed.  She also keeps up the flower beds and prayer garden at her church, St. Ed-
munds. Her favorite past times other than gardening over the years were tennis and bridge. She and 

her husband Tom now work with Coats For Acadiana, serving Lafayette and neighboring towns.  

Thank you Ellen for your years of  service to Lafayette Parish Master Gardeners! 

 

Leucojum  

aestivum:    

  Snowflakes, 
Snowdrops 

 

Call For Entries Get It Growing Gardening Calendar 
DEADLINE: March 30, 2021 



Our January Kudos go to Patricia Soileau, master gardener since 2000.  
The first few years after becoming a master gardener she worked on 
various committees in conjunction with LSU Agcenter. In 2004 she be-
came the class coordinator for master gardeners in training. She took 
on the many duties of making sure all goals of each new master gar-
dener class were met. Patricia served in this position for 13 years dur-
ing which time the Lafayette Parish master gardener class became one 
of the most admired in the state.  In 2017 she stepped down from this 
position and joined the LPMGA board as recording secretary.   

Thank you Patricia!  We wish you well and will miss you. 

 

 MARCH 2021 
 
 

Plant Identification Workshops 

@Allen Acres Bed & Breakfast in Pitkin, LA 
Offered Mar. 16-18, Mar. 23-25, and Mar 30 - Apr 1. If you want to learn to recognize many 

of the herbaceous plants, trees, shrubs, vines, graminoids, and ferns, this is the workshop for 
you.  These workshops are taught by author, botanist and moth enthusiast, Dr. Charles Al-

len. The course includes lectures and fieldtrips, where you can see the plants in their natural 
environment, as well as labeled specimens in a lab setting. You will be given BRF’s (Best 
Recognizing Features) for each plant with lots of emphasis on leaves plus other facts like 

use, edibility etc.  During the three-day workshop, you will be exposed to more than 200 spe-
cies of herbaceous plants, trees, shrubs, and vines, graminoids, and ferns plus wetland info. 
$300. Accommodations and meals available for additional cost. Contact Dr. Allen or register 

online  



Greetings fellow Master Gardeners. I just wanted to reach out to you to say hi.   I am sure glad that 2020 is 
behind us. I hope that you and your family are doing OK!  With the virus still active that’s all we can hope 
for.  We have to continue safe practices until the vaccine for this deadly disease is available to everyone. 
Watching Sunday Mass on TV or the ipad is just not the same. Our family of Master Gardeners is here for any 
of you that have the need to talk.  My email is jfn2854@gmail.com.  Contact me anytime if I can help you feel 
better.  I  have been going by the greenhouse whenever I have the chance to say hello to the propagation team. 
I would like to share some of the pictures that were taken on different Wednesday mornings.  As you can tell 
some of the pictures show most of the Master Gardeners working on different projects and practicing social 
distancing. As the temps start to go up and you feel that you are ready to get out and garden but not on 
Wednesday, just let me know.  There is plenty to do to keep you busy, like working in the beds or on the green-
house.  Several of us have decided that we are tired of the perennial bed looking so bare, We have decided that 
it is time to get it back in shape.  I hope you enjoy the pictures and we look forward to seeing you.  May you 
have a blessed day and take care!  

Yours truly Juan Nieto  

MESSAGE FROM JUAN NIETO 

Loraine Allain 

Carol Antosiak 
Gail Wakefield and Mary Gladney 

Tommy Hayes 



LSU AGRICULTURAL CENTER 
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1010 Lafayette Street, Suite 325 
Lafayette, LA  70501-6884 

Gardener’s Gazette is issued to all members of the Lafayette Parish Mas-
ter Gardeners’ Program.  All members are encouraged to submit news, 
educational features, and photographs. The deadline for all submissions is 
the 17th of each month for publication in the next month’s issue unless 
otherwise noted. 
 

Please send newsletter items to: 
Editor Mary Gladney   newsletter@lpmga.org  

The Master Gardener program is a division of the  
Louisiana Cooperative Extension Agency  

1010 Lafayette Street/Suite 325,  
Lafayette, Louisiana 70501 

Telephone  (337) 291-7090     Fax (337) 291-7099 
The AgCenter website is www.lsuagcenter.com  

 

The Louisiana cooperative extension provides equal opportunities in pro-
grams and employment.  Louisiana State University and A&M College, 

Louisiana Governing Bodies, Southern University, and the United States 
Department of Agriculture A State Partner in the Cooperative Extension 

System. 
It is the policy of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service that no 

person shall be subjected to discrimination on the grounds of race, color, 
national origin, gender, religion, age, or disability. 

 

If you have a disability which requires special  
assistance for your participation in our meetings, please call  the LSU 

AgCenter 291-7090 
 

Please note:  All meeting and event dates, times, and locations 
are subject to change. 

	����������������� 
 
LPMGA Board Meeting February 23rd, Ira 
Nelson NOTE THE CHANGE 
 
Green Stick Workshop Feb. 20 
 
Blueberry Festival, March 6 2021  
213 Park Dr., Covington 
 
Byzantine Workshop Feb. 22-26 
 
March 6, 2021 Azalea Trail Trolly Rides 
 
Shadows arts and Craft Fair 
March 6 to October 2, 2021 
Saturdays 
317 E. Main Street New Iberia  
 
Daylilly Festival & Garden Show 
June 5, 2021 Abbeville 
 


