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President’s Message
Greetings and Happy Holidays!
Holding on to the Holidays is always a good thing
for many, because it is family time. Some of our
family members, we have not seen in a while for
one reason or another. I come from a large family,
four men and four ladies and one of the problems
we encountered the past month was what can we
fix that will feed so many. Firing up the pit was
aways an easy option, it allowed us to spread out and talk to one another, catching up and bringing out all the good memories. I sure hope
you had the chance to do the same. I want to thank my other big Family, the Master Gardeners for once again giving me the privilege of
serving as your president and for all your kind words. I am looking forward to working with you. I promise to continue to work hard alongside you, and to continue and inspire other organizations in being the
best they can be. As we go into the new year there are a few forms that
need to be signed and turned in. One is the Code of Conduct form and
dues need to be submitted. There is also the committee form which we
would like for you to fill out. Without getting too personal it gives us
an idea which committee you are most interested in. We will be discussing each committee throughout the year, so all Chairs can expect
an email from me in the near future. Again, Thank You for all you do
and have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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Yours Truly,
Juan Nieto
President 2022

MEETINGS AND WHAT PLANT AM I
2022 LPMGA
General Meetings
First Wednesday
Monthly
Daytime: 12:00pm
Evening: 6 pm

2022 LPMGA
Board
Meetings
1pm on Third
Tuesday

Dates, times, topics, and locations
are subject to change

GENERAL
MEETINGS

BOARD MEETINGS

January 5

January 18

February 2

February 15

March 2

March 15

April 6

April 19

May 4

May 17

June 1

June 21

July

July

August 3

August 16

September 7

September 20

October 5

October 18

November 2

November 15

DECEMBER 7
SOCIAL

DECEMBER 20

WHAT PLANT AM I
By Karen Trahan (2009)

Of all the plants I've researched over the last 10 years,
this is one of the most interesting. It's a large shrub or
small to medium-sized tree, native to lands west of the
Mississippi River. I have a short trunk with a roundtopped canopy. Its wood is twice as hard as white oak,
and is flexible, and resists rot. Because of this, it was
used by Native Americans to make bows and arrows
and war clubs. A bow could be traded for a horse and a
blanket! The wood is said to burn hotter than any other
tree in North America, and forms charcoal. It is the
sole surviving member of its genus (Maclura), but is also
a member of the family Moraceae, which contains mulberries and figs. Before barbed wire came into use in the
West, it was used to form hedgerows "horse high, bullstrong, and pig-tight".
Because it puts out suckers, it weaves itself together to
form an impenetrable living fence, with tough thorns
near the ground. It was also used to stop erosion along
rivers and streams. Lewis and Clark collected cuttings
on their expedition and sent cuttings to their boss,
Thomas Jefferson, for propagation. Jefferson sent seedlings to a friend in Philadelphia and one of those resulting trees still exists.
The fruit produced is the largest of any tree native to
North America, about 3 to 6 inches. They look like little
green brains which turn bright yellow green in the fall.
When cut, they secrete a white sticky latex which turns
black on standing. They have a fragrant woody
pulp, rarely eaten by humans or animals. Because their
seeds are not scattered in the usual way, the plant is
called an Evolutionary Anachronism. It is thought to
have been eaten by now-extinct megafaunas (large plant
-eaters) such as mastodons and giant sloths. If horses
or Asian Elephants are fed the fruit, the seeds that pass
through their digestive tracts do not germinate. So
whatever spread the seeds in the past probably no longer exists. Extracts of the fruit have general health benefits, such as anti-cancer, anti-inflammatory, and antioxidation properties. And Martha Stewart uses the trees
as a fence for one of her horse paddocks.
I love writing this column, Karen.

Do you know what plant I am?

THE DEVENPORT REPORT:
Although it’s the cold of winter, it may be the best time for home
owners to soil test their lawns, flower & vegetable gardens.
Perhaps knowing the pH of your soil is one of the most valuable
results you will receive from testing your soil. Remember, to raise
the pH you will need to add lime and to lower the pH you need to
add sulfur. Your recommendations should include such information regarding
the need to change your pH if needed. Changing the pH of your soil does not
occur overnight. If either lime or sulfur is incorporated into the soil and not
place on the top of the soil, the changes will normally occur in six months or
so; however, topically applied material may take up to two-three years. It’s the
microbes in the soil that are responsible for creating this change in the soil’s
pH level.
You will receive values for phosphorus, potassium, calcium, magnesium, sodium, sulfur, copper, and zinc. Levels that state “very high” should not be too
alarming, it just means that by adding more of that element, you will not get
any additional response from your plants. However, you do not want to get an
“excessive” value for sodium or other elements because you may have difficulties growing crops in such soils.
Once you receive your test results, you should contact me to discuss the interpretations. Some of the recommendation sheets that you are advised to
help interpret your test can be confusing and perhaps detrimental to growing
if not understood properly. So don’t guess-soil test!

Dan Devenport LSU AgAgent

WHAT PLANT AM I?
Maclura pomifera: Osage Orange,
hedge apple, horse apple, bois d'arc, bowwood, monkey ball,
monkey brains, yellow
-wood, and mock orange

Word For Today
Offing: The most distant part of the sea in view
Use: "The captain saw another ship approach from the offing,
gradually making its way closer."

Bottom Row: Jim Russo, Jane Bellard, Maggie Viznat, Jennifer McKay, Sandra Maraist, Louis
Maraist, Greg Harbor, Maggie Menard, Susan Wilhelm, Carolyn Ward, Karen Lognon
Second Row: Whitney Atchetee, Kevin Besse, Tom Spencer, Camila Correa, Angela Moles, Ann
Derbes, Lynn Hair, Ed Wilhelm
Behind Lynn: Liz Hanes, Rusty Petitjean, Susan Durio, Yvonne Lanoux, Kathryn Landgrave,
Daniel Reaux, Erica Leblanc Domingue, Jamie Duval

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR MESSAGE
Changes in 2022: Recording Hours, Recording Contacts and Some Reminders
As we begin a new year, let’s first thank all of our members and MG class members for their contributions during 2021. Each of our volunteers is an
important and valued part of LPMGA.
They are the cornerstones of a strong and thriving organization.
Here is some information that will hopefully make earning and recording hours easier for 2022:
We will continue to follow all mandates and guidelines regarding the health and safety of our members. With this in mind, the
return of most of our regular activities should continue and we will also be expanding activities as we grow to encompass more area.
Volunteer and Continuing Education hours have been reduced for the past two years. In 2022 we should expect for those required minimums to return to our normal 20 Volunteer AND 6 Continuing Education. As soon as there is a definite determination
from our state coordinator it will be passed on to our members, but please plan your Volunteer time and CE with 20 and 6 in mind.
When recording Individual Contacts and Mass Contacts, please follow these guidelines:
Individual Contacts: Think of yourself as the Individual. Count how many people you assisted at an event, attended a presentation
you gave, etc. DO NOT COUNT MGs WHO ARE ALSO RECORDING VOLUNTEER HOURS. You may include MGs if they are
attending your presentation or are at an event but are not working as volunteers.
Mass Contacts: These are only recorded by Event/Activity Chairs. For example, the Chair of our Fall Plant Sale would record the
total amount of people who attended while each MG volunteer would record the only number of people they assisted and no fellow
volunteers.
The Board must preapprove all volunteer projects and events. Please use the LPMGA Project/Event Proposal Form to submit your project and event ideas. A copy can be found in the LPMGA Handbook and will be emailed to members. Members are encouraged to attend the
Board meeting where their project is discussed to answer any questions, but you may submit your form to a Board member to represent you.
We only count travel time to and from Volunteer activities, not Continuing Education events.
We cannot record hours retroactively. All hours (for MGs and class members) must be recorded in the year they are performed. Hours
should be recorded by December 15th. IT support will be unavailable after December 15th due to the holiday break. Hours performed between December 15th and 31st do count and should be recorded. If you encounter any problems please contact the Volunteer Coordinator.
Hours recorded in 2021 determine active status for 2022. We operate under a ‘pay it forward’ system. Hours earned in the current year
apply to active status in the following year. Additional requirements for active status are submitting a signed Code of Conduct form and
paying yearly dues.

If you encounter any problems recording hours, need help with passwords or usernames, or need suggestions about earning hours please contact the Volunteer Coordinator Louann McClelland-Long or (337) 5017998 mglouann@gmail.com

Wishing you and your families all the best in 2022,
Louann McClelland-Lon

2022 LPMGA EXECUTIVE BOARD
Present from left to right:
Don Weintritt, 2021 President
Mary Gladney Vice President
Kathy Troyanowski Recording Secretary
Angela Moles Treasurer
Marsha Bayer Member at Large
Present But Not Pictured:
Ellen Garacci Corresponding Secretary
Remaining Board Members for 2022:
Juan Nieto, President 2022
Louann Long Volunteer Coordinator
Mary Gladney News Paper Editor
Dan Devenport LSU Agent
JUAN NEITO
PRESIDENT

JFN2854@GMAIL.COM

MARY GLADNEY
VICE PRESIDENT

MGLADNEY@COX.NET

PAST PRESIDENT
DON WEINTRITT

DJWEINTRITT@ME.COM

KATHY
TROYANOWSKI
RECORDING SECRETARY

kathytroy@yahoo.com

ELLEN GARACCI
COORESPONDING
SECRETARY

frankellen@cox.net

AGELA MOLES
TREASURER

amoles0118@gmail.com

MARSHA BAYER
MEMBER-AT-LARGE
VOLUNTEER
COORDINATOR
LOUANN MCCLELLANDLONG

MARY GLADNEY
NEWSPAPER EDITOR
DAN DEVENPORT
AGENT/ADVISOR

lafmg@gmail.com

2021 OUTSTANDING
MASTER GARDENER

This annual award recognizes
a person who has provided outstanding and exemplary service that has benefited the
LPMGA and the LSU Ag Center Master Gardener Program.
Kathy’s contributions are
above and beyond those associated with simple leadership.
Besides demonstrating leadership skills she is positive, dependable, enthusiastic and
shows a cooperative spirit. Her
contributions as recording secretary and all she does in our
demonstration vegetable garden are only two of the many
contributions she makes to the
LPMGA.

Class of 2021, We like Your Style
By Barbara McConnell

It was a good turn out for the annual Master Gardeners/LPMGA
Christmas Social, held at the Petroleum Club in Lafayette on December
2, 2021, attended by a dressy, lively crowd of over 100 gardeners,
friends and family. Also joining us that evening was Dan Devenport, our
esteemed LSU AgCenter agent.
We enjoyed schmoozing with each other during cocktails and dinner,
with a background musical trio playing. The program then began with
the graduation of the 2021 class of the 31 Master Gardeners-inTraining. This group was an extraordinarily involved class, some of
whom had already logged in their 40 hours of required volunteer credits, working on projects such as our Plant Sales, propagation in the
Demo Gardens, etc. Gerry Ward (class of 2016) and his wife, new member Carolyn, said they had
really liked judging the 4-H Food Fest, bento boxes division!
Outstanding Master Gardener for 2021 was Kathy Troyanowski, who
was rewarded for her nearly 400 hours of work with the Master Gardeners with our traditional nature-themed decorative vase by potter,
Anita Hughes.
The “Top Ten” volunteers with the most number of 2021 service hours
each earned a $20 gift certificate to be used at any of our plant sales.
Board members both outgoing and incoming were announced.
Mary Gladney, new VP, was the final speaker who told a little story of
new member Camila Correa. Preparing for the Plant Sale, two plants
had turned over and were in bad shape. Mary said “Well, i guess we can’t
sell these.” Camila replied, “What? Do you know the price of potting
soil?
If you can’t sell the plants, sell the dirt!”

U.S. Department of Agriculture
1010 Lafayette Street, Suite 325
Lafayette, LA 70501-6884

LSU AGRICULTURAL CENTER
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE
Gardener’s Gazette is issued to all members of the Lafayette Parish Master Gardeners’ Program.
All members are encouraged to submit news, educational features, and photographs. The deadline for all submissions is the 17th of each month for publication in the next month’s issue
unless otherwise noted.
Please send newsletter items to:
Editor Mary Gladney newsletter@lpmga.org
The Master Gardener program is a division of the
Louisiana Cooperative Extension Agency
1010 Lafayette Street/Suite 325,
Lafayette, Louisiana 70501
Telephone (337) 291-7090 Fax (337) 291-7099
The AgCenter website is www.lsuagcenter.com
The Louisiana cooperative extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment.
Louisiana State University and A&M College, Louisiana Governing Bodies, Southern University,
and the United States Department of Agriculture A State Partner in the Cooperative Extension
System.
It is the policy of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service that no person shall be subjected to
discrimination on the grounds of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, or disability.
If you have a disability which requires special
assistance for your participation in our meetings, please call the LSU AgCenter 291-7090
Please note: All meeting and event dates, times, and locations are subject to change.

