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WHAT’S INSIDE 

President’s Message 

June 2023 

Mission Statement:  The Lafayette Parish Master Gardeners Association, Inc. as-

sists the LSU AgCenter in educating Lafayette and surrounding areas about horticul-

ture and environmental stewardship through the transmission of factual, research-

based information. 

Vision Statement:  Growing a vibrant, green, and healthy community through Horti-

culture Education  

  Our Mission Statement and our Vision define who we are and what we do.  We ed-

ucate, encourage, guide, and develop a love of horticulture and environmental stew-

ardship.   

  As I look at these statements I can not help but think about a volunteer program 

we have called “Ask A Master Gardener”.  This is a program that LPMGA has in 

which volunteers will staff booths and tables to provide free, research-based 

horticulture education to the public throughout our communities.   

WE NEED A CHAIRPERSON AND VOLUNTEERS FOR THIS  

PROGRAM.  

  This chairperson would set up the places which we would provide volun-

teers to meet and reach out to communities in our educational efforts.  What 

kind of places, we might ask: 

• Farmer’s Markets 

• Home & Garden Shows 

• Livestock Show and Rodeo 

• Corporate Events 

• Various Festivals and Other Public Events 

• Set up at a local library 

“Ask A Master Gardener” is an excellent opportunity for our members to 

earn both educational and volunteer hours.  You would have the oppor-

tunity to answer questions, or take a name and number to provide 

the answer when you find it.  You could stock your table with infor-

mation you want to share with the community.  Are you interested 

in orchids, vegetables, weed management, or companion planting?  

You could provide information on how to start a community garden 

or encourage our next MGIT to take the class. This is such a great 

opportunity for someone I am amazed the chair has not be filled!  

PLEASE CALL ME AND LET ME KNOW WHEN YOU CAN START. 

Thanks for all you do! Mary Gladney   



MEETINGS AND WHAT PLANT AM I  

2023 LPMGA  

General Meetings 
First Wednesday  

Monthly 

Daytime: 12:00pm 

Evening: 6 pm 

2023 LPMGA 

Board  

Meetings  

1pm on Third  

Tuesday 

 

 
Dates, times, topics, and locations  

are subject to change 

 

 

       GENERAL 

     MEETINGS 

 

 

BOARD  

MEETINGS 
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September 6 September 
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November 1 November 

21 

December 6 
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WHAT PLANT AM I ? 

     This plant is an herbaceous perennial orna-

mental, native to the Central and Eastern Unit-

ed States, Manitoba, and northeastern Mexico. 

It's upright and arching and grows between 2 to 

5 feet tall by 1 to 2 feet wide in Zones 5 to 9. 

Various sources say it grows in shade to  

full sun, in well-drained fertile soil with a pH 

from 7 to slightly acidic. Easily grown from seed, 

its first shoots are blue green. If grown 

from divisions, plant in mid-spring to early sum-

mer. It can be container-grown. Leaf blades are 

lance-shaped and a mid-green color. Flower-

heads  are dangling panicles that ripen into seed 

heads and change to a bronze color in early Au-

gust, and last for about 2 months. They flut-

ter in the wind and create a lovely rushing 

sound.  

     The ripened seeds are edible for humans and 

animals. The plant is a larval host for Northern 

Pearly-Eye and is eaten by the caterpillar 

of pepper and salt skippers, Bell's roadside skip-

pers, and bronzed roadside skipper butter-

flies.  It has few pests or diseases, and is not at-

tractive to deer. It is salt-tolerant and can be 

grown in coastal areas and has been used to pre-

vent soil erosion.  

 

     Caution: This plant's seeds and rhizomes 

make it invasive in warmer climates. 

 

 

Do you know what plant this is?  

Karen Trahan Class 2009  



      

          

 

 

        

       South Louisiana is well known for its sweet satsumas, kumquats, 

       oranges, and other citrus fruit.  In fact, citrus is the most popular 

fruit tree grown commercially and in home backyards in Louisiana. Recently, a 

bacterial disease known as Citrus Canker has caused concern for farmers and 

home gardeners growing these tasty fruits. This disease was thought to be eradi-

cated in Louisiana around 1940, but the disease reappeared in 2013. Citrus can-

ker impacts all varieties of citrus, causing lesions and spots on citrus leaves, 

stems, and fruit. This infection eventually leads to the fruit dropping prematurely 

and causes decline of the entire tree. 

This disease is caused by the bacterium, Xanthomonas citri subsp. citri, and is 

highly contagious between plants.  Symptoms of this disease first appear as 

raised blisters on the fruit and leaves and then progress as raised, corky lesions 

on the plant tissues. Citrus canker can be spread by wind, rain, and human activ-

ity which makes it difficult to control.  There is even evidence pointing towards 

hurricanes and large storms as being partially responsible for long-distance dis-

persal of this pathogen. The presence of this pathogen has recently been observed 

in local areas and care is being taken to properly isolate these occurrences. 

While a potential outbreak of citrus canker is cause for concern, there is hope that 

the disease can be contained and ultimately eradicated.  It is important to remain 

vigilant and take precautions to prevent the spread of this devastating disease.  

Farmers and residents are urged to report any signs of the disease and avoid 

transporting citrus plants and fruit out of their local area.  It is also important 

not to bring plant material back from out-of-state trips.  Long distance dispersal 

is generally attributed to human movement of infected material. 

If you would like to learn more about Citrus Canker and view pictures of the dis-

ease symptoms, visit the LSU AgCenter fact sheet here: pub 3269 - citrus canker.pdf 

(lsuagcenter.com) 

Maddox Miller, LSU AgCenter  

 Citrus Production in Louisiana Threatened  

        by Citrus Canker  

https://www.lsuagcenter.com/~/media/system/b/7/2/4/b724e23afe17a50c78ee04b55fc2dfca/pub%203269%20-%20citrus%20canker_laplantpath_revpdf.pdf
https://www.lsuagcenter.com/~/media/system/b/7/2/4/b724e23afe17a50c78ee04b55fc2dfca/pub%203269%20-%20citrus%20canker_laplantpath_revpdf.pdf


GEAUX NATIVE    

 

Native to the Southeast U.S., Oakleaf Hydran-

gea is a lovely coarse-textured  deciduous shrub 

growing to around 8x8 feet in part sun to shade 

in well-drained soil. The panicles of long-lasting 

white flowers which appear in the spring slowly 

turn to pink, then tan in the fall, when the foli-

age turns shades of red and purple. 
 Hydrangea quercifolia 

            Pollinator Gardening for the South: Creating Sustainable Habitats 
            Danesha Seth Carley and Anne M. Spafford  
            UNC Press, 2021 

 

            This colorful step-by-step guide will set you on the right path to creating a beautiful  
            and pollinator-nourishing garden, from container size to golf course. A  good intro- 
            duction to the importance of our native pollinator species, it includes suggestions for 
            plants and plans  for designing a pollinator friendly space, all  geared to Southern plant 
            zones. 

            Save the planet, one yard at a time! 

We recently had a work day at the demonstration gardens.  Look-

ing around I noted that all the plants we sell come from these 

gardens.  We would have no other projects without funding from 

our sales.  But these gardens are much more, they provide a 

place for us to learn and grow as gardeners.  We share that 

knowledge with outside groups, like students and other club 

members, by hosting groups that are taken through the garden 

for the pleasure of looking at them and learning about garden 

planning and purpose.  Stop by the gardens and take a look at 

the work going on, you will be glad you did.  Mary 

LPMGA Greenhouse Receives Needed Attention 



       Denise Files, LPMGA Master Gardener 

        **Daylily Review** 

Big Apple (Sellers, 1986)  

BUD COUNT: The number of buds each scape 

CLUMP; Three or more fans of a daylily grouped together 

CROWN: The small white core located between leaves and roots, 

that is the modified stem of the daylily plant. Some crown tissue 

must be present for any daylily division to be viable. 

FAN: Terms FAN, DIVISION, and RAMET are interchangeable. 

Each refers to an individual unit of a clump, contain-

ing leaves, crown, and roots. Within a clump, each fan is genet-

ically identical to the parent. 

HISTORIC DAYLILY Historic Daylilies - 

All daylilies registered on or before 1980. This is a “rolling” date 

which extends by ten years every decade, i.e. in 2020, the date 

will change to 1990. 

PROLIFERATION Proliferations may be rooted to form a plant 

(clone) identical to the mother plant. Small roots often form and 

occasionally a flower is produced while the proliferation is still on 

the scape * I call this a pup 

SCAPE A flower stalk without leaves. The daylily flower scape 

has no leaves except some modified leaves called bracts. The scape 

is the entire flower stalk above the crown  

          

registered name, Hybridizer, year  

registered 

height 26 in., bloom 5 in., season EM, Semi-Evergreen, Dip-

loid,  Cerise red self with green throat, 

Height of stem, bloom size, blooms early to mid season, 

some of the leaves go dormant, chromosome info, 
 

This is going to be short my friends!!! Full disclosure …. 

This info is from my Daylily presentation from 2017. I 

want to make sure that ALL Club members are familiar 

with common daylily terms. These terms will help you 

place your lily in just the right spot. The following is 

Daylily descriptions.  

http://www.daylilies.org/DaylilyDB/detail.php?id=14448&name=Big%20Apple
http://www.daylilies.org/ahs_dictionary/bud.html
http://www.daylilies.org/ahs_dictionary/scape.html
http://www.daylilies.org/ahs_dictionary/leaf.html
http://www.daylilies.org/ahs_dictionary/root.html
http://www.daylilies.org/ahs_dictionary/stem.html
http://www.daylilies.org/ahs_dictionary/daylily.html
http://www.daylilies.org/ahs_dictionary/division.html
http://www.daylilies.org/ahs_dictionary/clump.html
http://www.daylilies.org/ahs_dictionary/leaf.html
http://www.daylilies.org/ahs_dictionary/crown.html
http://www.daylilies.org/ahs_dictionary/root.html
http://www.daylilies.org/ahs_dictionary/daylily.html
http://www.daylilies.org/ahs_dictionary/registered.html
http://www.daylilies.org/ahs_dictionary/clone.html
http://www.daylilies.org/ahs_dictionary/root.html
http://www.daylilies.org/ahs_dictionary/flower.html
http://www.daylilies.org/ahs_dictionary/flower.html
http://www.daylilies.org/ahs_dictionary/leaves.html
http://www.daylilies.org/ahs_dictionary/daylily.html
http://www.daylilies.org/ahs_dictionary/bract.html


WHAT PLANT AM I?  

Chasmanthium latifolium:  Uniola, 

Spangle grass, Northern Sea Oats  
 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE NEEDS YOUR HELP! 

Juan Nieto, as Past President, will chair the Nominating Committee.  The committee is composed of five 

Board and non-board members as follows:  Past President, Member-at-Large, Ag Agent, a Board mem-

ber (Meagan Stogsdill), and a member in good standing elected by the general membership. 

 

The general membership’s job (that is you!) is to nominate someone that you would like to see on this 

committee.  It may seem early, but we do not have a general meeting in May or July.  The Nominating 

Committee must submit the names of nominees at the October general meeting and we vote on them at 

the November general meeting.  Remember to get permission from the person you nominate prior to 

submitting their name.   

Contact Juan Nieto for more information 337-290-1451 

 

LPMGA PRESENTS SOME OF OUR  

CINDYS 

Left to Right 

Cinde’ Risinger-Johnson 

Cindy Walton 

Cindy Wiley 

Cindy Jensen 



WE ARE WORKING ON THE BUDGET AGAIN.  WE WILL BE LOOKING AT ACTUAL COST FROM THE FIRST HALF OF THE 

YEAR, MAKING CHANGES THAT ARE BASED ON THOSE COST AND PROJECTING COST FOR THE SECOND HALF OF THE 

YEAR.   

Some projects we accept are proposed as “no cost” projects, others are proposed  with only a start up cost.  We should not be a 

budgeting each year for things we do not intend to have a cost on.  This does not mean that the committee chair can not ask for 

money if the project needs it. Here are the guidelines in our handbook.  

 Authorization, Budget, Collection, and Reimbursement Authorization:  

· Checks written in the amount of more than $1,000.00 require a second signature by the LPMGA President. 

 · Expenditures of non-budgeted funds in excess of $2,000.00, such as grant requests or capital improvement of 

the property, must be approved by the Board and ratified by the general membership.  

· All anticipated committee expenses should be included in the committee budget and must have prior approv-

al before expenditures are made. The appropriate committee chair must authorize expenditures. Unbudgeted 

expenditures in excess of $250 must have prior approval by the Executive Board. Unbudgeted expenditures 

less than $250 must have prior approval by the Treasurer.   

· The Treasurer will finalize the budget with the assistance of the last three treasurers and the President.  

· All budgeted funds must be spent within the fiscal year for which they are budgeted. Such funds cannot be 

carried over to be spent in the following year.  

· All committee chairs and Board members who are listed in the budget must use the “Budget Charting Work-

sheet” to keep track of income and expenditures throughout the year. The worksheet is found in the FORMS 

section of this Handbook. Collection: 

 · All committee chairs and Board members who collect money must use the “Sign-up, Order, and Tally Sheet” 

located in the FORMS section of this Handbook. Expense Reimbursement: 

 · Only approved expenditures will be reimbursed. The official Expense Reimbursement form must be used 

when seeking reimbursement. The form must be completely filled out and itemized. The original receipt(s) 

from the vendor must be attached to the form, which must be submitted within thirty (30) days of expenditure 

to the Treasurer of the LPMGA.  

· Expenditures more than $250.00 should be paid directly to the vendor rather than as reimbursement to an 

individual in the LPMGA. Exceptions to this rule must have prior approval by the Treasurer.  

· Expense Reimbursement forms are located in the file cabinet in the cottage, in the desk drawer in the Master Gardener 

Office, in the FORMS section of this handbook, and in the member section of the MG website 

MONEY MATTERS 



KUDOS 
This month’s KUDOS go out to the Master Gardeners that serve on The Steering Committee for Fes-

tival des Fleurs de Louisiane and all other Master Gardeners that were involved in this year’s pro-

gram. 

MARY GLADNEY – For her leadership on the Steering Committee as well as her tireless devotion as 

President of our Master Gardener organization. 

To the propagation team, headed by Heather and Carol, for leading in producing such beautiful 

plants for this year’s sale, including all the volunteers that donated plants, cuttings, bulbs, and seeds 

during the year to help build up our inventory. 

In addition, all volunteers that assisted in Set Up and Take Down of materials used at the show.  Al-

so, Kudos to those Master Gardeners that assisted in Tally, Selling, Cashiers, and Admissions. 

We can’t forget our Master Gardeners who took part in Horticulture Presentations and manned the 

“Ask a Master Gardener” booth.  

Lastly to Peggy Taylor for once again outfitting us with T shirts for the event. 

DANS LE JARDIN 

LPMGA new fund raiser was a great success!  Our two main speakers Allen Owens and Felder 

Rushing were informative while keeping us laughing.  A special thanks to our LPMGers who held 

our breakout sessions, Mary Ann Armbruster, Becky Taylor, May Vidacovich, Gail Wakefield and 

her assistant Kevin Besse.    

Our committee members did a fantastic job.  Thanks to Bootsie Durand, Chairperson, Heather 

Warner-Finley, Mary Gladney, Yvonne Lanoux, Gail Wakefield, Babette Werner, Cindy Wiley, and 

Pam Womack.   We want to thanks all the LPMG who volunteered on the day of  the event and 

worked so hard to assist us.   

Attendance was almost at capacity!  Everyone was very receptive to our silent auction, the one -of- a 

kind note cards, with original art by Robin Hellickson, and Louann McClelland-Long’s lovely cards 

for all occasions.   

For an extra bonus to a great event we even made a small profit! 

 



Blackberries are native to Louisiana. Many varieties are well adapted to growing conditions throughout the state. Learn how to grow deli-
cious blackberries with our Blackberry Growing Guide. View the guide: https://tinyurl.com/BlackberryGrowingGuide 

LSU AgCenter  

https://tinyurl.com/BlackberryGrowingGuide?fbclid=IwAR2CTNEutqvhxqaiwKvHjRiE8DW4-FBIrBYrEuOvPpMvTeqoXv9ZmCf4FkY
https://www.facebook.com/LSUAgCenter/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV2nUHdS02R_FUs-22F4XPehy3boBzhW5JAhN2Mwrf1FUpIjT7AZjBAi3iE3BYWy5Gv_JEbemUinzSwa8jNp8fG27-7utMwyExoGppdRbPx1t43AjYwLmP5yMCoepRZOZsFdvl1VMAIvOQOSreSJReXSx-KgWY0gdgM1heK-BX8fmwBIkk_e3oP1CXQiktMCPpykcCfLu4Qkp


BETWEEN THE ROWS 

By MaryAnn Armbruster 

Well, most of the spring planting has been finished and we’re starting to harvest a lot of produce.  Some of 

the very early, cool-weather crops are finished and being pulled up.  This leaves us with open ground and 

the problem of what to do with it.  That got me thinking about what goes with what, so I decided to write 

about companion plants today. 

So, what comes to mind when you hear the words, “Companion Plants”?  If you’re like most people, includ-

ing me, you think of plant x improving the harvest or reducing the pest load of plant z.  But how does that 

happen?  Companion plants assist in the growth of others by providing nitrogen, and other nutrients, at-

tracting beneficial insects, repelling pests, providing shade and/or support, or by maintaining moisture in 

the soil.  Many plants we call weeds may also function as companion plants.  Some examples of these are 

Russian thistle, chickweed, and dandelion.  How do you learn what plant helps what other plant?  Let’s go 

to the internet and see what we can find.  What I found were lists.  Lots of lists.  Lists that are incon-

sistent.  Lists that disagree totally.   Let’s try to get to the bottom of these lists and figure out what really 

helps what. 

While exploring the idea of companion plants I learned that our ancestors had some strange ideas when it 

came to plants.  Some of the plant combinations in these lists come from medieval writings when plants 

were believed to be governed by planets.  After all, there is only one letter difference between ‘plant’ and 

‘planet’.  [Smile] Later lists were made by writers who believed in the “Doctrine of Signatures”.  These 

people believed that God made plants in a way that signified their uses.  A heart shaped leaf, of course, 

meant that the plant was good for the heart.  Yellow wood or juice meant that the plant could be used to 

treat jaundice.  Get it?  Was it right?  Well, we don’t believe it anymore, do we?  Yet some of these beliefs 

linger on in these lists. 

I think that the most common way that a plant gets on a list as a ‘good’ companion plant goes like this.  

Bob the writer usually plants his tomatoes near the carrots.  This year, for some unknown reason, he 

plants the tomatoes next to the zucchini – lo and behold – he gets a bumper crop of tomatoes.  Why?  Who 

knows?  But our gardening friend, Bob the writer, concludes that it’s the result of planting them near the 

zucchini, and another companion plant is born. 

Can we decide that one plant makes a good companion for another plant based on one growing season in 

one locale?  No.  Emphatically, NO!  To be valid, a study of this sort should be large, multi-season, uni-

form in measurements, the tester(s) should be known, and the results – positive or negative - should be 

published or otherwise distributed.  Are there any studies like this?  Yes, there are.  Not nearly enough, in 

my opinion, but there are some.  Unfortunately, there IS a whole lot more done by Bob the writer and his 

pals. 

Let’s look at a classic example of companion plants, the Three Sisters of the Indian tribes of the American 

Southwest – corn, beans, and squash.  The farmer would start by planting the corn, then when the corn 

plants were about 6 inches high, would plant the beans around the corn plants.  Later when the beans 

were up, he would plant the squash seeds among the other two.  Not only did the corn provide a trellis for 

the beans to climb, but the beans helped to stabilize the corn stalks against wind damage.  

 Cont...next page 



.  Corn has short, shallow roots and is easily knocked over by strong winds.  As we know, the beans fix ni-

trogen, thus providing an important nutrient for itself and the other two plants, and the squash acted as 

living mulch, preventing water from evaporating.  In addition, the living mulch kept the soil cooler, the 

spines on the squash kept certain pests away, and the large leaves and tall stalks added organic matter 

when turned in at the end of the season to improve the soil for the next crop.  The companionship contin-

ued into the plants’ interactions when providing nutrition for the humans who planted and ate the crops.  

The corn and beans combined to provide a complete array of amino acids, thus creating complete protein. 

Some plants have intrinsic systems that repel pests.  These systems can be used to our advantage by plant-

ing the pest-repelling plant near other, pest-sensitive plants.  A commonly cited example of this is mari-

gold.  A good scientific study was performed testing the ability of marigold and calendula to reduce the pop-

ulation of aphids and flea beetles when intercropped (companion planted) with cabbage.  The study was 

titled, “Effect of intercropping white cabbage with French Marigold (Tagetes patula nana L.) and Pot Mari-

gold (Calendula officinalis L.) on the colonization of plants by pest insects”.  It was published in Folia Hor-

ticulturae, Ann. 21/1, 2009,95-103.  The study was large, took place over three years, the test plants were 

randomly chosen, and the pests were carefully counted including eggs, larvae, pupae and adults.  The re-

sults showed that calendula was better at reducing the infestation of aphids than marigold was, but mari-

gold was better at reducing the infestation of flea beetles.  Both did adequately reduce the numbers of in-

sect pests. 

Let’s start by thinking about what makes a good companion plant.  First, the two plants should not be in 

direct competition for all the same environmental conditions or nutrients.  For example, do you think that 

two plants, one with a short, spreading habit and the other with an upright habit, both of which like full 

sun and are heavy feeders for nitrogen would make good companions?  Probably not.  One would shade the 

other and they would compete for the available nitrogen.  So, we can start with simple things like sun/

shade, heavy feeder/light feeder, or heavy nitrogen feeder/nitrogen fixer, spreading root system/deep tap-

root to start making decisions about what to plant near what.  If you want a ‘companion’ that reduces 

pests, choose one with a strong smell, like marigold or garlic. 

Good old tomatoes are a great companion crop for asparagus because they produce solanine, a glycoalkaloid 

poison.  This compound is harmless to humans, but deadly to the asparagus beetle.  Sometimes the benefit 

is mutual as with bush beans and potatoes.  The potato protects the beans from the Mexican bean beetle, 

while the bean protects the potato from the extremely destructive Colorado potato beetle. 

Flea beetles are attracted to eggplants, radishes, tomatoes and turnips and chew small holes in the leaves.  

Interplanting with lettuce or mint will control the pest.  Marigolds .  Marigolds exude thiopene into the soil 

which reduces the population of soil nematodes, making marigolds a great companion for tomatoes which 

are known to be bothered by nematodes.  Salvias are also said to reduce the nematode population.  Perhaps 

it would be beneficial to plant a stand of asparagus edged with tomatoes and marigolds.  The beautiful na-

sturtium is an effective trap crop for red spider mites, aphids, and white fly. 

Often a pair of plants may provide help for each other, like carrots that are bothered by carrot flies and 

leeks that are bothered by leek moths and onion flies.  By interplanting carrots and leeks both plants are 

protected.  Apparently, each plant gives off distinctive odors that attract its particular pest(s), but the pests 

either cannot tolerate the scent of the other plant, or the combination of odors confuses the pest, prevent-

ing it from finding its preferred crop.  When carrot or leeks are planted alone (monocropped), the insect 

pest detects a smorgasbord and invites all its friends. Cont...next page  



To summarize, companion planting works in a variety of ways.  Some of these are: 

 As trap crops, where one plant is chosen to attract pests from a nearby crop.  For example, collards will at-

tract the diamond back moth away from cabbage.  The trap crop can be planted in a container and moved to 

treat the pests if desired. 

 By biochemical suppression of pests, in which chemicals are exuded from the roots and stems of one plant 

and kill or suppress a pest of another plant. 

 By nitrogen fixation, where legumes take nitrogen from the atmosphere and ‘fix’ it in the soil in a form that 

can be taken up by themselves and other plants. 

 By physical spatial interaction, in which a tall sun-lover grows happily next to a low-growing plant that pre-

fers some shade. 

 By establishing a habitat to attract beneficial insects for the benefit of a second plant, and lastly, 

By ensuring diversity, a more general approach that can confuse insect pests and helps to insure that 

at least some of the crops will produce a yield. 

The Problem with Lists 

List #1 says Plant Beans with Carrot, cabbage, cauliflower, cucumber, celery, corn, marigold 

List #2 says:  Beets, cabbage, carrots, catnip, cauliflower, corn, cucumbers, marigolds, potatoes, savory,   

        strawberries 

List #3 says:   Beet (to bush beans only), cabbage family, carrot, celery, chard, corn, cucumber, eggplant,  

                      pea, potatoes, radish, strawberry 

They all agree on carrot, cabbage, cucumber and corn, but while we know that squash works in the Three Sis-

ters, squash is not on any of these lists.  Two of the three lists cite beets, but only one mentions that beets are 

only beneficial to bush beans.  Why??? 

So, while lists may give you a starting point, I really think that it is better to search out scientific studies 

showing real data.  In the absence of such data, think about how the plants grow and what they need.  Pair 

tall sun lovers with lower-growing plants that prefer cooler growing conditions and partial shade.  Pair deep-

rooted plants like daikon radish with shallow-rooted plants like corn, broccoli, or blueberry.   

Use a low-growing, large-leaved plant like squash or comfrey in combination with a taller-growing plant, or 

even a small tree.   

Experiment for yourself and above all, KEEP RECORDS so that you can see your results year to year, season 

to season.  In time, maybe you can publish your own list. 

 

What can you plant now?  Cantaloupe, until the middle of August; okra, until early September; peanuts, until 

mid-June.  You can direct-seed Southern peas until the end of June, then again from mid-July through mid-

August.  Plant hot peppers through the end of June; bell peppers should have been in by the middle of May, 

but you can plant them again mid-June through mid-August.  If you want sweet potatoes, plant them until the 

end of June. Plant pumpkins for Halloween between June 15 and July 10, otherwise, plant until mid-

September.  You can plant shallots anytime.  Summer squashes can be direct-seeded or transplanted through 

mid-September and watermelon can be direct-seeded or transplanted through mid-July. 

 

Until next time, 

Good gardening 
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Gardener’s Gazette is issued to all members of the Lafayette Parish Master Gardeners’ Program.  
All members are encouraged to submit news, educational features, and photographs. The deadline 
for all submissions is the 17th of each month for publication in the next month’s issue un-
less otherwise noted. 

 
Please send newsletter items to: 

Editor Mary Gladney   newsletter@lpmga.org  

The Master Gardener program is a division of the  

Louisiana Cooperative Extension Agency  

1010 Lafayette Street/Suite 325,  

Lafayette, Louisiana 70501 

Telephone  (337) 291-7090     Fax (337) 291-7099 

The AgCenter website is www.lsuagcenter.com  

The Louisiana cooperative extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment.  
Louisiana State University and A&M College, Louisiana Governing Bodies, Southern University, and 
the United States Department of Agriculture A State Partner in the Cooperative Extension System. 

It is the policy of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service that no person shall be subjected to 
discrimination on the grounds of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, or disability. 

 
If you have a disability which requires special  

assistance for your participation in our meetings, please call  the LSU AgCenter 291-7090 
 

Please note:  All meeting and event dates, times, and locations are subject to change. 

LSU AGRICULTURAL CENTER 
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE 

1010 Lafayette Street, Suite 325 
Lafayette, LA  70501-6884 


