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President’s Message

This 1s a picture out of the back of my
cabin that is located in Blue Ridge, GA. 1
will head there next month as the tempera-
ture here rises. It looks out over a valley and
% early mornings are mist filled, cool and love-
. ly.
e April was a wonderful month in Louisiana.
The weather was perfect, except for a few
storms, for being outdoors in our gardens and
attending the many events we had in our area.
Festival des Fleur was a big success, with
LPMGA earning better than $7,000 at our plant sale. Festival Interna-
tional de Louisiana is coming up April 26-30th, and Moncus Park has
some great things going on. Next month we have our new fund raiser,
Dans le Jadin, it is filling up fast so if you have not purchased your ticket
you should do so now.

Elections will be here before you know it and Juan Nieto is starting to
form the Nominating Committee. They will prepare a slate of nominees
for the positions available. These are; Vice President, Member at Large,
Treasurer, and Volunteer Coordinator. This committee must include an
active member of the general membership. It is time for you to begin

thinking about nominating a person who you think would be a good board
member. If you nominate another member you should obtain their per-
mission first. This is a good opportunity to introduce some new ideas for
your club, and this can be done by serving as a board member!

Remember our Spring Social is May 3rd starting at 5:30 pm at 201
Grossie Drive, 70501 and our host will be May Vidacovich. This should be
a fun event and we get to see May’s Garden.

Summer is coming, better get out there and enjoy the month of May.

Thanks for all you do! Mary Gladney
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2023 LPMGA 2023 LPMGA WHAT PLANT AM 1?
General Meetings Board
First Wednesday Meetings . o
Monthly 1pm on Third An herbaceous perennial, this wildflower
Daytime: 12:00pm Tuesday 1s native to the Southeastern United
Evening: 6 pm States. From North and South Carolina
down through Georgia, Florida, and over
Dates, times, topics, and locations to Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana,

are subject to change

this plant is usually one foot to three feet
tall and one foot wide. It grows best in
moist sandy soil with a pH of six to sev-
en. Its form is upright and unbranched.
BOARD Its leaves are medium green, hairy, and
elliptical with a crowded appearance.
Flowers are trumpet-shaped and range

GENERAL
MEETINGS MEETINGS

M ay 3 M ay 16 from lavender to pink to white. They are
, unstalked in axillary clusters of three to
Social five, but only one or two open at a time,
and each flower lasts only one day. They
June 7 June20 redeem themselves by blooming from late
spring to early fall.
J UIy J uly Propagation is usually by seed. About
2 months after its flowers have withered
August 2 August 15 | and died, collect the brown seed capsules

before they pop open. They must then be

Septe mber 6 Septe mber cold stratified to ensure germination.
They also self-seed.

19 Many of the roots and leaves of this
species are said to have pharmaceutical
October 4 Octoberl 7 properties such as being anti-

inflammatories, antioxidants, analgesics

November 1 | November | and antidiabetics.

21 This plant supports the Common

Buckeye butterfly and the White Peacock
butterfly. Their caterpillars feed on the

December 6 December leaves and the adults feed on their nec-

Somal 19 tar. Bees and other pollinators are also

attracted to these plants.

Do you know what plant this 1s?

Karen Trahan Class 2009
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PECAN-THE NUT OF THE SOUTH

egardless if your pronunciation of this nut is “pee-can”,
“puh-cahn”, or something in between, we can all agree that pecans
are a true southern icon. Pecan, Carya illinoinensis, is a tree spe-
cles that 18 native to the southern United States. This deciduous tree sports com-
pound leaves and its nut is widely known for its flavor and nutrition. Locally, pe-
can trees can be found in native stands or yards and can reach stately sizes of
over 100 feet tall. Pecans can also be found locally in dishes ranging from pecan
pies to pralines.

I've received many calls regarding pecans over my short tenure as a Horticulture
Agent in Lafayette. Homeowners may have noticed that pecan trees in recent
years are not producing many pecans. One thing to keep in mind is that pecan
trees are alternate bearings. Alternate bearing trees will produce a large crop in
one year and then have a subsequent “resting” year where the crop is much small-
er. This is due to the enormous amount of energy and nutrients that go into the
production of pecan nuts. It is important to regularly fertilize your trees to re-
plenish mineral nutrients that are depleted during fruit production.

Although many locals may have fond memories of picking numerous pecans in the
past, there 1s a major pathogen that has wreaked havoc on pecan trees in Louisi-
ana. Pecan scab, Fusicladium effusum, is a fungus that negatively impacts the
leaves, stems, and nuts of the pecan. This fungus is the major limiting factor for
pecan production in Louisiana. For large scale operations, regular spraying of
fungicides by commercial air-blast sprayers is necessary to limit the infection of
pecan scab. For homeowners, the cost and trouble of spraying fungicides is likely
not worth the effort but simple tasks such as raking up and discarding diseased
leaves and nuts may help to control the pathogen. Pecan cultivars which once
possessed great resistance to scab have become susceptible to the pathogen. There
1s hope on the horizon as new cultivars are being developed that have greater re-
sistance to this disease. To learn more about Pecan scab, view the LSU AgCenter
publication here: PecanScabDisease.pdf (Isuagcenter.com)

Maddox Miller, LSU AgCenter



https://www.lsuagcenter.com/~/media/system/7/3/1/8/7318fd0dd6cbbbac73198d0bcee752da/scabdisease_correctedname.pdf
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Virginia Sweetspire

® Virginia willow, also called Virginia

B sweetspire and known botanically as Itea
\ virginica, is one of our more popular na-
tive shrubs in Louisiana. Interest in this
shrub has increased in the past 10-20
years with the use of the variety Henry’s
¥ Garnet. Henry’s Garnet Virginia willow

@4 is one of the Louisiana Super

Plants for spring 2017,

These white flowers are borne on 4-to-5-inch clusters. This shrub will
bloom for a 4-to-6-week period in spring, starting roughly the same time
azaleas finish up. The flowers stand out remarkably next to the lush,
dark green foliage

Sweetspire 1s a lower-growing shrub, topping out at 5 feet tall by 5 feet
wide, 1s also adapted to a wide range of soil pH, almost any soil type or
drainage situation and they are very drought-tolerant. Morning sun with
afternoon shade is a nice planting location.

Prune any undesirable growth in spring after flowering is completed.
Avoid pruning in winter or early spring as this will inhibit flower pro-

duction the following spring.

This plant tolerates Louisiana's wet and heavy soils but

also performs well in drier sites.

Submitted by Denise Files
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GEAUX NATIVE
By Carol Antosiak

This perennial native is not really a grass but a
clump-forming Iris relative. It grows 6-18 inches
tall and 6 inches wide in full sun to part shade
and is covered with star-shaped blue flowers in
spring to early summer.

val des Fleurs on April 15, and will have it at fu-
ture sales!

Blue-Eyed Grass

Sisyrinchium spp.

Carol Antosiak

We had Blue-Eyed Grass plants for sale at Festi-

LPMGA 2023 Garden Strolls

10:00 to 12:AM

Friday, April 28, at the garden of Melissa Fournet
104 Kensington, Lafayette, La. 70508
9:00 to 11:00 AM

Tuesday, May 2, at the garden of Julia Lejeune
103 Bancroft, Lafayette, La. 70508
9:00 to 11:00 AM

Saturday, May 6, at the garden of MG Gerald Williams

158 Fire Willow Trail, Sunset, La. 70584 (same day as Herb
Fest and he lives nearby)
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WHAT PLANT AM I?

74 Petunia caroliniensis:

® Carolina Wild Petunia

YTD

Annual Report
Total Vol Hrs

$629.50
Vol Hr Value
$34481.10
Vol
Retention
45%

2023 LPMGA VOLUNTEER/CONTINUING EDUCATION HOUR
REPORT
Apr 1 to Apr 15 2023 ASK A MASTER GARDENER
“":m:ﬁ:';‘;‘;‘;“ Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | 2023TOTAL NEEDS
4H& OtherYouth Activities | 21 | 7875 | 315 | 195 404.85 A
m'"d,i‘"“ .‘.'"_"““‘i“ 29 | 5 135 | 575 174.65 CHAIRPERSON
Civic & Community | 97.25 | 9525 | 19045 | 2775 | 1530.85
Continuiea Education NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
(Cmt?ng CE) 0 0 0 2 10
Extension Activities | 3025 | 136 | 575 | 125 32375 PROGRAM OFFERS MANY
LMG Teaching Activities | 7.5 | 1355 | 525 | 95 112.20 REWARDING
il mgim:; Report | 9175 | 865 | 10725 | 4325 464.45 EXPERIENCES
i x‘,""g'um‘;"' ot | 056 | 31645 | 3512 | 32675 | 255630 CONTACT MARY GLADNEY
R T 337-278-7668
. Report dates are set to
meet LPMGA newsletter deadlines.

The Extension Master Gardener
Program Celebrates 50 Years

The original Master Gardener program began at
Washington State University in 1973. To commemo-
rate the 50tk anniversary, the Washington State MGs

of the first MGs.
Watch the video at:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=41b-KPOL40w Learn more
about the Pierce County Washington MG program at:
https://extension.wsu.edu/pierce/50th



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4lb-KPOL40w
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VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR MESSAGE
VOLUNTEER HOURS REMINDERS...

The Lafayette Parish Master Gardeners
present

Doy le, Jowrdin
Please remember that each member is responsible for reading (rst“;q:;:i""’
LPMGA emails and newsletters to learn of updates and volunteer yon':he
opportu nities. Challenges of Gardening
Also remember to send your Roster and online recording system May 20,2003
contact information updates to the Corresponding Secretary: Gt Glone
Imgmeagan@gmail com 2350 West Congress Street, Lafayette, LA
' Registration opens
March 1
www.lpmga.org

Consider running for the LPMGA Board. Contact Juan Nieto,
Meagan Stogsdill or Member At Large Christine Devenport

L
f §\ Ao o
Maiter

Gardener

Contact President Mary Gladney about Committee Chair positions. Ask A Master Gardener, Field Trips, Historian,
Horticulture Hints and several other committees currently need Chairs.

will be voted on this November are: Vice President, Treas-
urer, Member At Large and Volunteer Coordinator.

To volunteer to help with our May 20t symposium Dans le Jardin, contact VP Bootsie Durand.

Members of the 2022 MG Class have until December 31st, 2023 to record their 40 volunteer hours for certification. Class
members do not have to record Continuing Education hours until after you are certified. CE hours do not count toward the 40

hours for certification.

Members of the 2021 MG Class were granted an additional year (until December 31st 2023) by the LMG Coordinator to earn
their certification hours due to Covid restrictions. Class members do not have to record Continuing Education hours until
after you are certified. CE hours do not count toward the 40 hours for certification.

When class members have achieved and recorded their 40 hours for certification, they should contact their Class Coordinator regard-
ing name badges and certificates.

After you have become certified, your minimum hours for Active status will change to 20 Volunteer and 6 Continuing Education each
year. You will also pay yearly dues and submit a signed Code Of Conduct each year to remain Active In Good Standing,

Join our LPMGA members only Facebook group to post your garden photos and hints, share info about horticultural events in the
area, get horticultural advice and connect with fellow MGs.

If you have any questions about earning or recording hours please contact Volunteer Coordinator Louann Long (337) 501-7998 or
mglouann@gmail.com.

Visit http://www.Isuagcenter.com/portals/communications/publications for a wide variety of publications including worm com-
posting, planting for pollinators, lawn maintenance,

Louisiana trees and shrubs and home blueberry production. Reading AgCenter publications counts as CE hours and many of
the publications are free.
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LPMGA VOLUNTEERS AT FDF

KEVIN & LINDA ANGELA, KAREN & MAZIE CUSTOMERS

NOMINATING COMMITTEE NEEDS YOUR HELP!
Juan Nieto, as Past President, will chair the Nominating Committee. The committee is composed of five
Board and non-board members as follows: Past President, Member-at-Large, Ag Agent, a Board member
(Meagan Stogsdill), and a member in good standing elected by the general membership.

The general memberships job(that is you!) job is to nominate someone that you would like to see on this
committee. It may seem early, but we do not have a general meeting in May or July. The Nominating
Committee must submit the names of nominees at the October general meeting and we vote on them at
the November general meeting. Remember to get permission from the person you nominate prior to sub-
mitting their name.

Mary Gladney
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This 1s a picture of Jacque Hardy’s
driveway.

What a great view to drive home
through:

Photos of Sara Ashy’s vegetable garden area. Sara writes ,
“I've been amazed at the snapdragons and petunias this spring
as those were planted last fall. I think they are really loving
this cool spring we're having because I've never had such a
flush of blooms before. I also included a picture of my first
dahlia to bloom this spring. My daughter is getting married at
the end of May and I'm growing a lot of dahlias, zinnias and
many more cut flowers for that event. Fingers crossed we get
some good weather!”
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BETWEEN THE ROWS

By MaryAnn Armbruster

Rain, RAIN, RAIN!!! The rainfall in April and May has been/will be above normal. The only thing I can
say is we need the rain and hopefully most of it has been/will be slow and gentle. That’s just the kind of
rain that can soak into the ground and do some good instead of creating runoff and causing problems
with erosion. Nonetheless, I'm ready for it to stop.

Once the rain finally stops, you’ll be able to get back into the garden and plant. After all this rain, how-
ever, be sure to check the soil before working it. If you work soil that is too wet, even by weeding, you’ll
destroy the soil’s structure, forcing all the air out. This leaves the roots unable to do their job adequately
and your plants may not do as well as you had hoped.

Soil structure, you say? What is soil structure? Well, soil structure refers to the pattern of solid particles
and air spaces found in healthy soil. The soil’s structure controls the movement of air and water into and
through the soil. The spaces between aggregates contain air and hold water and soluble plant nutrients,
making them available to plant roots. There are many different soil structure patterns depending on
how much clay is in the soil, how much organic matter there is in the soil and a few other factors. Here is
an illustration of the common soil types:

Granular: Resembles cookie
crumbs and 1s usually less than 0.5
cm in diameter. Commonly found
in surface horizons where roots
have been growing,

Prismatic: Vertical columns of
Blocky: Irregular blocks that are | soil that might be a number of cm
usually 1.5 - 5.0 cm in diameter. |long. Usually found in lower
horizons.

Single Grained: Soil is broken
Platy: Thin, flat plates of soil that |into individual particles that do not
lie honzontally. Usually found in | stick together. Always
y compacted soil. accompanies a loose consistence.
climates. ; :
Commonly found in sandy soils.

Columnar: Vertical columns of
soil that have a salt "cap" at the
top. Found in soils of and
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Now, unless you'’re a soil scientist, all you really must know is that soil structure is important, and you don’t
want to destroy it. Any time you till or cultivate the soil, however, you destroy the structure to some degree.
Regular tilling, especially machine tilling with heavy machinery, changes the structure over time and this
causes major changes in the microherd. (The microherd refers to all the bacteria, actinomycetes. fungi, pro-
tozoans, worms and other critters that live in the soil. There are between 100 million and one billion organ-
isms in just one teaspoon of healthy soil.) Working the soil when it’s too wet is the absolute WORST thing
that you can do, especially when the soil is basically clay, like we have.

The way to avoid working the soil when it’s too wet is to test it before starting to dig. Do this by taking up a
handful of loose soil. Close your hand over the soil and squeeze lightly. Open your hand again. If the soil
falls apart it’s either too dry or nearly pure sand. This almost never happens here. If it holds its shape,
poke it lightly with a finger. If it falls apart when you poke it, it’s perfect to work, but if it doesn’t fall apart,
it’s too wet. Absolutely DO NOT work the soil until it dries some! Just find something else to do that day. If
you do work the soil when it’s too wet, you will destroy the soil structure, and your plants will suffer. The
microherd that are trapped in that area will die from lack of oxygen and the microherd from surrounding
areas will have to work overtime infiltrating that area and restoring the structure. It could take many
months.

Aside from not devastating the soil by working it when it’s wet, there are things that you can do to improve
soil structure. The first, and one of the easiest is to add organic matter to the soil on a regular basis. The
reason that you can’t add it once and be done is that we live in a mostly hot, humid climate. The organic
matter that you add this season will be used up and reduced to humus within a short time leaving the soil
in need of another shot of organic matter. So, make it a habit to continually add organic matter to your soil.
You can do this by regularly adding compost, worm castings or other organic materials, and by covering the
soil with organic mulch and renewing it annually. One of the best mulches is leaves. Many of you will have
fallen leaves from your trees. The common action is to bag them up and throw them away. What a waste.
Pine straw is another good option. Just avoid cypress mulch and colored mulches.

Now, when it’s dry enough for you to work the soil, what can you plant now? If you hurry, you can get very
early bearing tomato plants in and you might get fruit before the heat gets to be too much for the plants.
Alternatively, you could plant some of the “heat set” tomato plants during the first week in May and get
fruit through the heat. These plants are designed to tolerate heat because their pollen does not deform
when the temperature climbs. These varieties usually have ‘heat’ or ‘sun’ in their names. You could also
hurry and plant hot peppers from seed and Swiss chard. Remember that Swiss chard is beautiful and can
be planted among your flower beds with no problem — especially the multi-colored or red varieties.

Before mid-May you can plant bush or pole snap beans, sweet corn, and sweet pepper transplants. Any time
during May you can plant Lima beans, cantaloupes, cucumbers, eggplant from seed or transplant, okra, pea-
nuts, Southern peas, hot pepper transplants, sweet potatoes, pumpkins, summer squash, and watermelon.

These are probably the last days that you can work in the garden with comfort. The weather will get hotter
and the humidity higher as the summer progresses.

Enjoy those last beautiful days and until next month,

Good Gardening
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Kids Activities at Sarah Schoeffler’s Southern Garden Festival

It was a beautiful day for
Master Gardeners, Alice
Blakewood, Billie Maylord,
Yvonne Lanoux and Gail
Wakefield to entertain the
children attending by
helping them make nature
newspaper hats and ter-
rariums to take home!

Twenty-six years

After 26 years at life and the last
hard freeze , my mailbox jasmine
had to get its first haircut. Thank-
fully it didnt need Rogaine to start
growing again.

Cheryl Perret

These were a gift from the birds I
feed.

Mary Gladney
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LAFAYETTE PARISH MASTER GARDENERS

MAY
CALENDAR

GENERAL MEETING SPRING SOCIAL
MAY 3, MAY’'S HOUSE , 201 GROSSIE
DRIVE

LPMG BOARD MEETING MAY 16TH IRA
NELSON

GARDEN STROLLS SEE PAGE 5

Sunset Herb Festival May 6th 9:00 am
Maire Street across from old Sunset High School

Dans le Jardin May 20th Hilton Garden
Inn West Congress

Spring into Color May 23rd Pelican Park
Mandeville LA
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Gardener’s Gazette is issued to all members of the Lafayette Parish Master Gardeners’ Program.
All members are encouraged to submit news, educational features, and photographs. The deadline
for all submissions is the 17th of each month for publication in the next month’s issue un-
less otherwise noted.

Please send newsletter items to:
Editor Mary Gladney newsletter@lpmga.org
The Master Gardener program is a division of the
Louisiana Cooperative Extension Agency
1010 Lafayette Street/Suite 325,
Lafayette, Louisiana 70501
Telephone (337)291-7090 Fax (337) 291-7099
The AgCenter website is www.Isuagcenter.com
The Louisiana cooperative extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment.
Louisiana State University and A&M College, Louisiana Goveming Bodies, Southern University, and
the United States Department of Agriculture A State Partner in the Cooperative Extension System.
Itis the policy of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service that no person shall be subjected to
discrimination on the grounds of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, or disability.

If you have a disability which requires special
assistance for your participation in our meetings, please call the LSU AgCenter 291-7090

Please note: All meeting and event dates, times, and locations are subject to change.
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