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MEETINGS, PINE STRAW AND WHAT PLANT AM I  

2019 LPMGA  
General Meetings 

First Wednesday  
Monthly 

except for July 
Daytime: 12:30pm 

2019 LPMGA Board  
Meetings  

1pm on Third  
Tuesday of  each 

month except July 
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   I am a deciduous perennial shrub native to Japan, Korea, 
and China. Before my small green leaves appear,  
I produce dense clusters of pure white flowers on arching 
branches in early spring. My growth is upright and clump-
ing, anywhere from 4 feet to 8 feet tall, and as wide. I grow 
and flower best in full sun to part shade in almost 
any soil in Zones 4 to 10. I attract bees, butterflies, and 
hummingbirds.  
     Prune me after I bloom because I flower on last year's 
growth. Deadheading may produce a second flowering.  
Propagate me by taking softwood cuttings in late spring or 
early summer, or hardwood cuttings of dormant leafless 
growth in late fall or early winter. To prepare me for winter, 
water me heavily so that my roots begin dormancy  
with a good water supply. Spread a 3 inch layer of mulch, 
keeping it 4 to 6 inches from my stems. Prune out dead 
wood. In January or February, spray me with a dormant 
spray of horticultural oil with copper or sulfur, which 
are fungicides. Cover me completely with this mixture. 
     In the South, I am frequently planted interspersed with 
azaleas. I can often be seen on the Azalea Trail. 
 
Do you know what plant I am? 
Answer on page 8 

None November 17 

 

None  

 

December 15 

Dates, times, topics, and locations  
are subject to change 
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My Cox account sends all email from Yahoo to my 
spam folder.   Sometimes I forget to check it or  your 
email can get lost in the spam.  Please send your arti-
cles to  newsletter@lpmga.org.   Mary Gladney 



Horticulture Agents generally recommend fertilizing summer lawn grasses beginning 
in April and ending in August.  The use of  nitrogen fertilizers before and after these 
dates often leads to the development of  a lawn disease called “Brown Patch” or 
“Large Patch” in St. Augustine lawns.  In late summer of  2020, there was an explo-
sion of  Tropical Sod Webworms in the state that nearly rivals the one we saw in 2016.  
Many homeowners that experienced that invasion soon found out how difficult it was 
to get the webworms under control.  Several applications of  either granular or liquid 

insecticides over several months were needed to help reduce the damage caused by these worms.    

Sod webworms have chewing mouthparts and damage can be seen by observing the leaf  blades of  
your St. Augustine grass in the damaged areas of  your lawn.  Once the leaf  blades are chewed by these 
worms, the soil gets exposed to more sunlight and you often get an increase in weed production in 
your lawn. Typically, lawns that are attacked by sod webworms do recover on their own!   One way of  
trying to get your lawn grass to grow back and fill in in the month of  September is to apply a winteriz-
ing fertilizer.  When selecting a winterizer, you should only use one that contains 10% Nitrogen or low-
er and has Potassium levels of  at least 10%.  This lower percentage of  Nitrogen will allow your St. Au-
gustine to slowly recover without causing a huge outbreak of  Brown Patch and help reduce the possi-
bility of  cold temperature injury from an early hard freeze.  Potassium is really the winterizing ingredi-
ent in a winterizing fertilizer.  Some area soils already have a high level of  potassium and using a win-
terizer may not even be needed.  Perhaps the best thing a homeowner can do is to take a soil sample of  
their lawns to see what the analysis is regarding potassium and other minerals. 

Some of  the winterizers in stores have 32% Nitrogen and that is way too high to be applying to St. Au-
gustine.  This formulation works on northern grasses like Fescues but again, it should not be used on 
your St. Augustine lawns.  You should also be aware that some of  the Weed and Feed fertilizers can 
carry around 29% Nitrogen that if  applied in the cooler times of  the growing season it can also lead to 
an outbreak of  Brown Patch in your lawns.  Therefore, if  you do not want to begin a regimen of  apply-
ing lawn fungicides, you may want to look at the label on the bag of  fertilizer and make sure it does not 
contain high nitrogen levels.   

Every bag of  fertilizer sold has an analysis written on the front or back of  the container.  Typically, 
there are three slots for the fertilizer levels in the bag and is depicted in percentages of  N-P-K which 
stands for Nitrogen-Phosphorus-Potassium.  So, make sure you read the label on the bag of  winterizer 
fertilizer or any other fertilizer you plan on using in September make sure the nitrogen level is 10% or 
lower to help avoid fungal development in your St. Augustine lawns. 
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THE DEVENPORT REPORT:    

Winterizing Fertilizer Use On St. Augustine Grass 



2021 “Get it Growing” CALENDARS  

Pre-Paid Orders ONLY $10 each ORDER NOW!  

It’s time to order the 2021 LSU AgCenter’s “Get It Growing” calendar. As a 
member of  LPMGA, you receive a discounted membership price of  $10 per 
calendar. You may also order extra calendars as Thanksgiving and Christmas 
gifts at the same discounted price. This year Gail Wakefield and Linda Alesi are 
only ordering the number of  boxes needed to fill pre-paid orders. We will let 
you know as soon as the calendars arrive. They will definitely be here by mid-
November, BUT you need to send in the form below with payment ASAP so 
we’ll know how many boxes to order. You may order in either of  2 ways: 1) sign 
up and pay with Gail on Wednesday mornings at propagation or 2) send the at-
tached form with payment to Linda Alesi at 110 Wicklowe Road, Lafayette, LA 
70503. PLEASE ORDER BEFORE FRIDAY, NOVEMEBER 6, 2020.  

Call either Gail (288-8058) or Linda (280-3212) if  you have questions  

Form Attached 

 

LPMGA MEMBERSHIP CARDS READY FOR PICKUP 

What a year it has been!  No meetings,  socials, field trips 
or fellow master gardening fun!   Therefore, a lot of  you 
have not gotten your membership card for this year.  How-
ever, I do have them in the cottage at the Demo Beds that 
you are welcome to pick up any Wednesday during propa-
gation. 
Remember there are 8 nurseries listed on the back of  the 
card that offer discounts to us.  So please try to pick up 
your card before the year is over and use them 
Gail Wakefield  



 

LPMGA FIRST ON-LINE SALE  

The on-line sale appears to have worked well. People told us that they 
found the sale site easy to use once they figured out some of the quirks. 
For example, you had to specify a plant size before you could know how 
many plants were left in inventory. The Propagation Team is very en-
couraged by the response of our customers to our on-line offering. We 
were able to make $6,128 from our sale. We think we'll sell on-line again, 
although in-person sales such as our Spring Sale and Fall PlantFest sell 
more plants. Perhaps we might have our usual in-person sales, and the 
pre and post sale sales could be on-line. We've also been discussing hav-
ing more specialized sales on-line, for example, a bulb and rhizome sale 
in February.  Heather would love to hear from the membership on their 
thoughts about the sale, and suggestions they may have for improving it. 
Thanks to our teams: the Coding Team, the Order Team, the Curbside 
Delivery Team, and of course the Growing Team. Special thanks to Ka-
ren Willingham whose knowledge and experience guided us in the right 
direction. 

Sorry No Names! Mask Make 
Everyone Incognito.  

The Lafayette 4-H Foundation is hosting it’s annual Fall Commodity Sale! Purchase 
sweet potatoes, pecans, and rice to support  your local 4-H programs.  Order deadline 
is Friday November 4th.  You can order by printing (and mailing) the form attached 
to the October 14th email sent out to all LPMGA members. Or you  can call the 
Lafayette 4-H office at  (337) 291-7090. 



2021 “Get it Growing” CALENDARS  

Pre-Paid Orders ONLY $10 each ORDER NOW!  
It’s time to order the 2021 LSU AgCenter’s “Get It Growing” calendar. Contained in the 2021 calendar are the monthly 
tips for Louisiana gardeners from LSU AgAgent Dan Gill, beautiful pictures and a special section on Louisiana Super 
Plants. As a member of LPMGA, you receive a discounted membership price of $10 per calendar. You may also order 
extra calendars as Thanksgiving and Christmas gifts at the same discounted price. This year Gail Wakefield and Linda 
Alesi are only ordering the number of boxes needed to fill pre-paid orders. We will let you know as soon as the calendars 
arrive. They will definitely be here by mid-November, BUT you need to send in the form below with payment ASAP so 
we’ll know how many boxes to order. You may order in either of 2 ways: 1) sign up and pay with Gail on Wednesday 
mornings at propagation or 2) send the attached form with payment to Linda Alesi at 110 Wicklowe Road, Lafayette, LA 
70503. PLEASE ORDER BEFORE FRIDAY, NOVEMEBER 6, 2020. Call either Gail (288-8058) or Linda (280-3212) 
if you have questions.  

Form attached to Newsletter  

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:    

LPMGA MEMBERS WILL RECEIVE A “REQUEST FOR MEMBERSHIP TO VOTE TO  
EXTEND THE CURRENT BOARD MEMBERS TERMS” FORM  

'XH�WR�WKH�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�VLWXDWLRQ�RXU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�KDV�H[SHULHQFHG�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�&29,'����FULVLV�
DQG�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�QRW�HQRXJK�QRPLQHHV�FDPH�IRUZDUG�IRU�DOO�RSHQ�SRVLWLRQV��WKH�%RDUG�SXWV�IRUWK�IRU�
PHPEHUVKLS�YRWH�WKH�SURSRVDO�WKDW�WKH�FXUUHQW������/30*$�%RDUG�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�LQ�WKHLU�FXUUHQW�SRVL�
WLRQV�XQWLO�-XQH���WK������� 
 
7KH�SRVLWLRQV�WR�EH�YRWHG�RQ�LQ�VSULQJ�WR�WDNH�RIILFH�-XO\���������DUH�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW��5HFRUGLQJ�
6HFUHWDU\��9ROXQWHHU�&RRUGLQDWRU��	�0HPEHU�DW�/DUJH� 
 
7KH�SHUVRQV�HOHFWHG�WR�WKHVH�SRVLWLRQV�ZLOO�UHPDLQ�LQ�RIILFH�IURP�-XO\���������WKURXJK�'HFHPEHU�����
�����ZLWK�DOO�RWKHU�%RDUG�SRVLWLRQV�PDLQWDLQLQJ�WKHLU�HOHFWLRQ�VFKHGXOH�� 
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,I�\RX�KDYH�DQ\�TXHVWLRQV�FRQWDFW�/RXDQQ�/RQJ�DW�mglouann@gmail.com�RU�(337) 501-7998� 
 
&ROHWWH�$Q]DORQH 
�����/30*$�%RDUG�3UHVLGHQW   
 
 

IT IS TIME FOR LPMGA ELECTION OF BOARD MEMEBERS 
READ THIS NOTICE AND BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR AN EMAIL CONTAINING 

YOUR VOTING FORM  



     
 
On 9/22/20, The Festival des Fleurs Steering Committee 
met to discuss the 2021 festival to be held at Blackham 
Coliseum on April 17, 2021. 
    Festival des Fleurs is the primary fund-raising event 

for the Ira Nelson Horticulture Center.  The money earned from the festival is The Cen-
ter’s most important source of income and enables them to continue to function and offer 
their services to all of us. 
    The Center, part of UL Lafayette, has been in this community for 60 years.  It consists of 
several green houses that contain a truly diverse collection of plants from around the 
world and is open to the public.  In addition, it maintains a classroom, horticultural labor-
atory, library and office space. 
    You may be a member of one of the diverse plant societies that meet there from the parish, 
city and state including:  the Acadiana Hibiscus Society, Acadiana Native Plant Project, 
Acadian Orchid and Rose Society, and Louisiana Society for Horticultural Research, and 
the Lafayette Garden club just to name a few.  Additionally the LPMGA training class meet 
at Ira Nelson. Did you know that when you go to those meetings or events held at the Cen-
ter, there is never a charge. 
    As a Lafayette Parish Master Gardener, you know when you go work in propagation at the 
demo gardens and greenhouses, you are on the grounds of the Center?  We grow our 
plants there that we sell twice a year in order to help fund the good work the LPMGA pro-
vides for our community. 
 
VOLUNTEER HOURS 
    The Festival is a great way to earn hours and you could start by signing up with the 
Steering Committee, which meets once a month from September till April. This group of vol-
unteers performs the necessary tasks needed to make the festival an outstanding event! 
    The following volunteers are needed for the Steering Committee: 
Activity Chair- is responsible for the children’s activity tables.  In this position you come up 
with the ideas that will educate and entertain children about the natural world.  There 
are plenty of past ideas to guide you that have worked before. So the children get to have 
fun, while their parents or grandparents shop! 
Volunteer Coordinator- Help to make sure the festival gets the volunteers it needs. You 
coordinate with other chairs, such as the Activity Chair to place the appropriate number 
of volunteers in each area. 
Publicity Chair-Publicize the Festival!  This is a fun chair because you get to work with pub-
lications(press release), radio and television stations and social media outlets. There is 
always a budding broadcaster wannabe who wants to be on the air! Basically just line up 
the time and place and get someone (or yourself) to attend and talk up the festival; and 
you might find different ways to spread the new word:  TikTok or U-Tube anyone? 
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See Juan’s email from September for the links to the forms needed.   
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WHAT PLANT AM I ANSWER 

Spirea 
Vanhoutte 

 

While So many volunteers were instrumental in growing, grooming, and selling the 
plants for our first ever Virtual Plant Sale, it could not have happened digitally without 
the technical expertise of  Karen Willingham.  Karen was responsible for setting up 
documents needed for data entry volunteers to use, and patiently spent time coaching 
the inexperienced team.   Using a program unfamiliar to her, she worked hard to set up 
our lovely Plant Sale Catalog on the LPMGA website, and was prompt in answering 
our many text and email questions. 

Karen became an MG in 2007, and has been an active volunteer since then, while 
working full time at a prominent computer firm, and running her own home business 
as a webmaster for several clients.   She is a member of  NUNU Arts and Culture Col-
lective in Arnaudville, where she displays her beautiful batik scarves, unusual gourd 
jewelry and accessories, and other products of  her artistic imagination  



Mums, crotons, pumpkins and gourds are all traditional ways to decorate and 
celebrate the cooler temperatures and shorter days of fall, but there are other 
decorating choices out there too. 
    Pinecones, cotton boll, wheat or indiancorn stalks, acorns, nuts, berries, 
branches, hay bales, leaves, feathers and pussywillow are also part of the fall 
scene. Put smaller pieces in galvanized metal holders, weathered wooden bas-
kets, add a plaid fabric and a seasonal floor mat and voilà! 
    A DYI’er in Alberta, Canada suggests combining pumpkin colors(Genus Cucur-
bita): green or blue Jarrahdales, white Cinderellas, the jack o’ lanterns and 
white baby jacks. 
    In order to make them last longer either for cooking or display, she cleans 
them in a solution of bleach and water.  If being used for cooking, any fruit/
vegetable wash will also work.  Put them in the sun for 1-2 weeks to cure and 
harden off for a longer lasting decoration. 
      According to Dan Gill in a “Get it Growing” LSU AgCenter YouTube video,  cro-
tons are the perfect fall shrub for their variety of autumn colors of orange, 
green, gold, yellow and red for porches, patios, stairs and balconies.  These pot-
ted plants do well in a sunny location and since they are tropical, bring them in 
for freezing temperatures if you want to keep them year after year. 
   Heather Kirk-Ballard also of the LSU AgCenter in her video discussed  
chrysanthemums aka mums.  Garden mums are those dome-shaped, potted plants in 
many vibrant colors that make great decorations; these are not the long-stemmed 
cut flowers. Try not to select the mum that has fully bloomed, so they have a 
longer display time. Deadhead the spent blooms, and water from below to reduce 
the chance of rot. 
   November 1 is All Saints’ Day, and in south Louisiana to honor departed loved 
ones, mums and candles are oftentimes used to decorate grave sites, so the nurse-
ries grow quite a few.  
   In “Horticulture Hints” from LSU Ag, Fall 2020-Southwest there is an article on 
ornamental grasses. Fall can be dry in our area and these are great drought-
tolerant plants that are blooming now in often big long spikes. Examples are pink 
Muhly, Zebra, Pampas and Fireworks Fountain grasses. 
 “Better Homes and Gardens” and “Martha Stewart Living”, have some great ideas 
in their Nov 2020 issues.  
   Dried flowers, either DIY or store-bought are experiencing a 70‘s comeback and 
bark-covered florist vine or grapevine wreaths can be used to mount hot-glued 
dried flowers.  You can dry some naturally, or silica gel powder from the crafts 
store preserves petal shape and color.  Hang on your front door, or incorpo-
rate into a garland for your mantel, around the door, or down the middle of a 
Thanksgiving table. 

                   DECORATING FOR FALL WITH NATURE AS YOUR GUIDE 



VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR REPORT FOR NOVEMBER  

We’re fast approaching the end of 2020. Please remember:  

o The hours required for Active status in 2021 have been reduced to 20 hours of any combination of Volunteer hours and/or 
Continuing Education. CE hours are easy to achieve at home by watching our YouTube channel; reading gardening/
horticulture related books, journals or magazines; watching LSU AgCenter videos or reading articles on the LSU AgCenter 
website 

o Please record your hours by December 15th, 2020. Tech support for recording will not be available after the 15th.  

o If you do encounter a problem recording hours, or need help finding ways to earn hours, please contact Volunteer Coordina-
tor Louann Long (mglouann@gmail.com or 501-7998). ( ����ǡ��������������������������������ʹͲʹͳ������Ǥ������������
������� should read the Board Job Descriptions on page 23 of the LPMGA Handbook and contact Colette Anzalone with 
questions or to nominate a candidate. Please remember that the nominee must give their permission before being nominated. 
Open Board positions for 2021 will be: Vice President, Recording Secretary, Volunteer Coordinator and Member At Large.  



LSU AGRICULTURAL CENTER 
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1010 Lafayette Street, Suite 325 
Lafayette, LA  70501-6884 

Gardener’s Gazette is issued to all members of the Lafayette Parish Mas-
ter Gardeners’ Program.  All members are encouraged to submit news, 
educational features, and photographs. The deadline for all submissions is 
the 17th of each month for publication in the next month’s issue unless 
otherwise noted. 
 

Please send newsletter items to: 
Editor Mary Gladney   newsletter@lpmga.org  

The Master Gardener program is a division of the  
Louisiana Cooperative Extension Agency  

1010 Lafayette Street/Suite 325,  
Lafayette, Louisiana 70501 

Telephone  (337) 291-7090     Fax (337) 291-7099 
The AgCenter website is www.lsuagcenter.com  

 

The Louisiana cooperative extension provides equal opportunities in pro-
grams and employment.  Louisiana State University and A&M College, 

Louisiana Governing Bodies, Southern University, and the United States 
Department of Agriculture A State Partner in the Cooperative Extension 

System. 
It is the policy of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service that no 

person shall be subjected to discrimination on the grounds of race, color, 
national origin, gender, religion, age, or disability. 

 

If you have a disability which requires special  
assistance for your participation in our meetings, please call  the LSU 

AgCenter 291-7090 
 

Please note:  All meeting and event dates, times, and locations 
are subject to change. 
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