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WHAT’S INSIDE 

OCTOBER 2021 

President’s Message 
        Hello Gardeners! 
        As I am writing this newsletter, Hurricane Nicholas has 
        made land fall in Texas and looks like it’s making a bee- 
        line for us. September is peak hurricane season, but I  
        think we were all hoping that this year would be a little  
        kind. 
        The main news item is the upcoming Plant Fest sale set 
        for Saturday September 25. On Friday September 24 we 
        will be setting up tents starting at 9 AM and then begin  
        moving the plants over around noon. We should be done 
        by 3, though in the past we have finished earlier than that. 
Saturday morning the plant sale starts at 8 AM, but we encourage volunteers to 
come around 7. The customers are ready to shop and the early birds will be there 
before 8 AM for sure. The sale ends at 1 PM but that’s not where the work stops. 
We have to move back all the unsold plants and plant racks, and fold up and store 
the tents. Please help us make the takedown faster by having plenty of helpers. Re-
member to bring your own water and food etc. We will not be providing anything 
for ourselves or our customers due to the ongoing virus concerns. 
 
Happy Gardening and hope to see you at Plant Fest! 
Don Weintritt  

 

Greeting Fellow Master Gardener and MGIT’s, 

          I want to start by thanking everyone for volunteering to work 
PlantFest 2021, I realize that it will not have some of the communi-
ty presentations we are accustomed to, but there is always next 
year. For MGIT’s it will be the first time working an event with the 
Master Gardener program. For all the rest of our dedicated mem-
bers, I truly want to thank those of you that year after year are 
some of the first to text me or send me an e-mail offering your time.  
I want to invite everyone to our general meeting. Our speaker will 
be Tim Chapman with Gingerwood Nursery. The meeting is at 12 
noon at the Southside Library on Oct. 6th.  Juan Nieto (VP) 



MEETINGS AND WHAT PLANT AM I  

2021 LPMGA  
General Meetings 

First Wednesday  
Monthly 

Daytime: 12:00pm 
Evening: 6 pm 

2021 LPMGA 
Board  

Meetings  
1pm on Third  

Tuesday 
 

 
Dates, times, topics, and locations  

are subject to change 

GENERAL  
MEETINGS 

BOARD MEETINGS 

OCTOBER 6 OCTOBER 19 

NOVEMBER 10 NOVEMBER 16 

DECEMBER SOCIAL DECEMBER 21 

WHAT PLANT AM I 

    
 

I'm a large (up to 100 feet or more), deciduous na-
tive tree, found from Canada down to northern 
Florida, and east to Texas. I like moist, fertile soils 
of oak hammocks, bottomland hardwoods, upland 
slopes, and ridges.  I have stout limbs, a straight 
trunk, with a  

broad spreading canopy.  Because of my long tap-
root, I am difficult to transplant except when I am 
very young. However, because of my taproot, I have 
great hurricane wind resistance.  My leaves are 
shiny green above and paler below, with short, soft 
hairs. In the fall, my leaves, which can range from 6 
to 12 inches, turn a beautiful yellow orange before 
falling. 

     My male flowers are in pendulous catkins, my 
female flowers appear in short, clustered spikes on 
the tips of my branches in April. They are borne on 
the same tree. From September through October, 
solitary, or paired ovoid, 3/4-to-1-inch fruits appear. 
The nut inside is edible, but bitter to humans. How-
ever, they are eaten by pigs, racoons, rabbits, chip-
munks, and all kinds of foxes. They are calorie-
dense, each ounce containing 193 calories, and they 
are an excellent source of protein.  

     My trunk is smooth, light to dark gray, and be-
comes ridged and forms diamond patterns as it ag-
es. My white wood is strong and heavy, shock re-
sistant, and has many uses, including handles for 
tools and implements, brooms and skis. It is excel-
lent for firewood.  

     My main problems are the bark beetle’s native to 
Wisconsin, and tent caterpillars. But I can live 
more than 200 years. 

 
    

Do you know what plant I am? 
 

Fall Garden Stroll  
I’m pleased to inform our membership that 
we will have a Fall Garden Stroll. It will be 
Saturday, October 2, 2021 from 10:30 to 
12:30. This stroll will take place at the home 
of Andy Breaux. Andy is not a Master Gar-
dener, but is a friend to many of us. He lives 
at 108 Clara Von, Lafayette, La. Parking is 
limited, so Andy suggests that you carpool. 
Parking is available on side streets or across 
the street at Red’s Health Club. Remember 
you earn one hour of education credit by at-
tending. Please contact me if you would like 
to host a Garden 
Stroll. Cindy4wiley@yahoo.com or 337-207-
6424  



THE DEVENPORT REPORT:   

                

                         

 

      In the past few weeks, I have received several phone calls from individ     
                       uals claiming that they have the Asian Giant Hornets- “Murder Hornets” in their  
      yard. I quickly  let them know, and want you to know, that these insects have only 
been identified in the Pacific Northwest, mainly in the state of Washington and on Vancouver Is-
land, Canada! 

There is a size difference between the two insects that should be 
noted.  Murder Hornets are very large between 1.5”-2” long where 
the Cicada Killers are a little smaller about 1.5” long.  Visual 
marking on the upper abdomens of these insects are very useful  

in identifying the two.  Cicada Killers have yellow stripes across 
their abdomen that are jagged and yellow in color.  Murder Hor-
nets have smooth, straight lines across their abdomen that are  

either orange or dark brown in color. 

It is interesting to know that in 2020, entomologists in Washingt 

on State were able to tie a small tracking transmitter, using den 

tal floss, to the body of one of these Murder Hornets and 
tracked it back to it’s hive in a hollowed tree.  They were able  

to destroy the nest full of the insects hoping to eradicate these  

Insects.  In 2019, Canadian officials were able to eradicate an-
other nest in a public park on Vancouver  

Island, BC. 

Cicada Killers normally appear during the summer months of 
July and August but evidently September as well based on the  

recent phone calls I’m receiving.  These insects feed on cicadas 
and if not provoked are harmless.  Cicada Killers are beneficial and are predators of cicadas, which 
it stings and stuns to store in her burrow to feed her larvae. 

It appears the movement of Murder Hornets is slow and more than likely never make it down to 
our area, but stranger things have happened.  If you hear of someone thinking that they have seen 
one of these Murder Hornets, more than likely they have encountered a Cicada Killer.  The mark-
ing on the abdomen is a good way to identify the insect if they can get that close to analyze.  Sam-
ples can also be dropped off to my office and I can send them to our entomologists in Baton Rouge 
for identification. 

 

Dan Devenport LSU AgAgent  

 

“Murder Hornets” 

Asian Giant Hornet/Murder      
Hornet 

Cicada Killer Wasp 



A big welcome and thank 
you to these two sisters,  

Linda Landry and Priscilla 
McElroy, class of 2019, who 
have volunteered to chair 
our 3 tropical beds!  

ANNOUNCING NEW TROPICAL BED’S CHAIRS  

Carya  
glara :      
Pignut  
Hickory 

WHAT PLANT AM I? 
 

 



 

   A Community Garden 
             Lafayette Parish Master Gardener 
                    Education Fair and Plant Sale    

   Saturday,  September 25, 2021    8:00-1:00 
    
    Lafayette Parish Master Garden Association Demonstration Beds  

                      Blackham Coliseum Road  
A HUGE assortment of  Master Gardener Favorite!      

 Affordable Plants, Suitable for Fall Planting, Nicotinoid-free Plants  
Natives, Perennials Butterfly & Hummingbird Plants, Succulents, 
                       Southern Bulbs and More!!!! 

     Horticultural Speakers 
9:00 --9:25         “ Setting up Irrigation in your Yard”  Gail 

Wakefield/Don Weintritt 

9:30 – 9:55        “ Growing Orchids”    Mary Gladney 

10:00- 10:25     “ Growing Succulents”  Tina Jumonville 

10:30- 10:55     “ Growing Cut Flowers”  Colette Anzalone    

11:00 – 11:25   “ Propagation”  Susan Mead 
 

Drawing for Door Prizes at 12:30 

You Do Not Have To Be Present To Win 
 

Self-Guided Tour of Demonstration Beds 9:00am--12:30pm  
   

Plant Swap near Cottage 10:00 -11:00 
 

                     
               Note: Please bring your own water 
              BRING OWN SHOPPING CARTS/WAGONS 



Master Gardener’s Christmas Social 

& 

MGIT 2021 Class Graduation 

December 1, 2021 

6:00 pm 

Petroleum Club 

 

6:00-6:45 Social & hors d’oeuvres  Cash Bar 

7:00  Dinner 

8:00  Graduation 

Cost  $40 (MGITs excluded)*** 

 

DEADLINE FOR RESERVATION:   FRIDAY, November 26, 2021 

***Sorry, but due to price increases in food, trucking, etc. the price has increased.   

 

Make checks payable:  LPMGA 

Mail to: 

 
Name:________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of Guests:_____________   Amount Enclosed:____________________ 

Pam Womack 
1018 Bayou Tortue Rd. 
Broussard, LA  70518 



TIME TO ORDER PINESTRAW FOR FALL! 

It’s time for Fall Pine Straw, Y’all!  Orders for 
active MGs only will be taken at the September 
and October general meetings and via phone, 
email or text.  Pick up behind the Demo Gar-
dens is Friday or Saturday Nov 5 and 6th, 8 to 
Noon, $10 per bale, cash or check payable to LPMGA 
at pick up, 20 bale maximum.  Order early!  They go 
quickly! 
Thanks, Theresa Gore 2007 

TeaGore@msn.comCell/text:  303-8113 



                               RAIN GARDENS:  A CURE FOR YARD FLOODING 
                                              BY Barbara McConnell 

The Lafayette area escaped major flooding anticipated by Hurricane 
Nicholas in September of 2021, but it has been a soggy year. Rain re-
ported by the National Weather Service was at 67.43 inches of rain by 
September 16, more than 20 inches more than what’s normal this time 
of year.  Annual Louisiana rainfall is usually around 60 inches, with 
the other Gulf coast states close behind along with Hawaii in 
competition as the wettest state� 
 
What do you do with all that water that often accumulates in your 
yard, gushing from gutters, collecting in low spots, or running off 
into the streets?  Some elect to have rain barrels to collect water 
and reuse for their yards and these can be obtained at low-cost from 
Lafayette Consolidated Government, to begin again in March 2022. 
 
But a rain garden is usually a lower area in the landscape that can be 
converted into a wet garden. Though the concept is not new, it is gain-
ing in popularity, both for residential settings as well as business 
and government property.  They can be put at the bottom of a gutters’ 
downspout, dug as a low spot in the yard, or a naturally low area-a 
spot where water can collect. Dress it up with moisture-loving 
plantings such as the Louisiana Iris; border it with decorative rocks, 
or construct a plastic lined waterway topped with gravel to spread 
water out. 
 
So to keep your stormwater cleaner and filtered, create a water fea-
ture, help irrigate your land and accumulate water for wildlife such 
as resident birds, consider the rain garden. 
 
The LSU AgCenter has many articles on the subject but a May 21, 2021 
piece by Heather Kirk-Ballard, “Rain Rain Go Away” is very informative 
and gives instructions on how to build a rain garden and what the 
limitations can be. Pinterest is loaded with information and pictures 
to give you even more ideas.  



Mary Alice Hale Host Healers Garden Committee 
           Recently, members of the Healers Garden Committee   
                 were treated to summer lunch at the Breaux        
                     Bridge home of committee member Mary Alice       
                   Hale. Those present were Mary Alice Hale, Tina       
                Vidrine, Nancy Atkins, Beverly Fuselier, Margaret Lambert, 
           May Waggoner, Sherry Perry, Melanie Francois’ and co-  
           chair Mary Perrin. 

  

We got a tour of the Hale’s venerable old Breaux Bridge home and enjoyed the sum-
mer breezes under a giant live oak tree in their shady backyard. A special treat was 
seeing their vegetable garden which was also filled with literally hundreds of colorful 
zinnias, a Master Gardener’s delight. Afterwards, the chefs, Mary Alice, Tina 
Vidrine, and Nancy Atkins, saw to it that we ate well . 

 

Melanie Francois, Tina Vidrine, Sherry Perry, and  

Nancy Atkins enjoy a little pre–lunch fellowship. 

 

 

May Waggoner and hostess Mary  

Alice Hale catch up on summer  

activities 

      

Honorary member Stephanie Stanley, and committee members Bever-
ly Fuselier and Margaret Lambert chat with photographer Mary Per-
rin. 
 

  

 

 

One of Mary Alice’s  “girls.” The girls have a wonderful living situa-
WLRQ��D�KXJH�FKLFNHQ�\DUG��DV�ZHOO�DV�D�JLDQW�EDFN\DUG�WR�VFUDWFK�IRU�
EXJV�DQG�ZRUPV�LQ��,W·V�D�'LVQH\ODQG�IRU�FKLFNHQV�� 
 



LPMGA 2021 ELECTION 
Master Gardener members help keep this wonderful organization moving forward. Please 

consider becoming an integral  part of the organization by  

stepping up to be a board member.  

The following positions are open for nomination: 

Vice President...Treasurer…Volunteer Coordinator…(Member at Large) 

If you are interested in working with a great group of people dedicated to the MG program, 
please let me know.  If you are not sure about the decision to work with the board, please call 
me as I would love to discuss this opportunity with you.   

Debbie Dupuy, after several years as our treasurer, has become very busy at work and will be 
stepping down.  If you have any experience with bookkeeping we could sure use your help!  Deb-
bie will be happy to discuss the position with you so give her a call at 849-1117. 

 Please look up the responsibilities of these offices in your handbook and give me a call.  I need 
to hear from all interested parties since the nominating committee will meet shortly to put the 
slate together.   

CALL ME WITH QUESTIONS OR TO EXPRESS AN INTEREST! 

Colette Anzalone 337-288-0283 or email colette.anzalone1@Louisiana.edu 

7LFNHWV�IRU�'UDZLQJ 
a�3ODQWIHVW������a� 

2XU�ODVW�3ODQWIHVW�GUDZLQJ�GRXEOHG�RXU�XVXDO�SURILWV�HYHQ�DIWHU�H[SHQVHV��L��H��������YV�
������7KH�NH\�WR�GRLQJ�WKLV�LV�WKH�35(-6$/(�RI�WKH����WLFNHWV��,I�HYHU\�0DVWHU�*DUGHQ�
HU�ZRXOG�VHOO�D�ERRN�RI�WLFNHWV��ZH�FRXOG�PXOWLSO\�RXU�SURILWV�PDQ\�WLPHV�RYHU� 

7KH�WLFNHWV�ZLOO�DJDLQ�EH�JLYHQ�RXW�DW�WKH�6HSWHPEHU�PHHWLQJ��3ODQWIHVW�LV�RQH�RI�RXU�
PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�IXQGUDLVHUV�IRU�/30*$��3OHDVH�FRQVLGHU�WDNLQJ�D�ERRN�WR�VHOO�EX\��5H�
PHPEHU��WKH�SUL]HV�DUH�WKRVH�JUHDW�JDUGHQ�FDUWV� 
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HAVE YOUR RECEIVED YOUR 2021 LPMGA ROSTER? 
 

If you have received it please review it and contact Ellen Garacci 
with corrections.  

If you have not received the roster please let Ellen know as soon 
as possible. 

frankelllen@cox.net� 
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· LPMGA General Meeting  

Oct. 6,  Southside Library   
· LPMGA Board  Meeting,  Oct. 

19 Ira Nelson Center 
· Plantfest 2021 Sept. 25, Whit-

tington House 
· Garden Stoll October 2 
· Pine Straw Pickup November 

5th and 6th  
· Fall  Social and Graduation  

December 1, 2021 

Gardener’s Gazette is issued to all members of the Lafayette Parish Master Gardeners’ Program.  
All members are encouraged to submit news, educational features, and photographs. The dead-
line for all submissions is the 17th of each month for publication in the next month’s issue 
unless otherwise noted. 
 
Please send newsletter items to: 

Editor Mary Gladney   newsletter@lpmga.org  
The Master Gardener program is a division of the  

Louisiana Cooperative Extension Agency  
1010 Lafayette Street/Suite 325,  

Lafayette, Louisiana 70501 
Telephone  (337) 291-7090     Fax (337) 291-7099 

The AgCenter website is www.lsuagcenter.com  
The Louisiana cooperative extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment.  
Louisiana State University and A&M College, Louisiana Governing Bodies, Southern University, 
and the United States Department of Agriculture A State Partner in the Cooperative Extension 

System. 
It is the policy of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service that no person shall be subjected to 

discrimination on the grounds of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, or disability. 
 

If you have a disability which requires special  
assistance for your participation in our meetings, please call  the LSU AgCenter 291-7090 

 
Please note:  All meeting and event dates, times, and locations are subject to change. 

LSU AGRICULTURAL CENTER 
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1010 Lafayette Street, Suite 325 
Lafayette, LA  70501-6884 


