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WHAT’S INSIDE 

President’s Message 

October 2023 

Hello Gardeners! 

  Well August is behind us, and the weather is cooler and more pleasant. 
Like most of you I lost a few too many plants to heat and drought.  I lost 
two varieties of native milkweed, but the tropical milkweed, I have slowly 
been replacing with native, survived nicely.   My cypress vine has gone cra-
zy, and the wild morning glory have engulfed everything, the beauty berry 
bush I planted last year has grown into a large plant that spreads out with 
weeping branches.  It is now very large, but since both Herny Garnette 
Sweet Spire died I will take the beautyberry….and thankfully. Every weed 
imaginable has flourished, but the ginger and hydrangea may not make it.  
On the bright side I will be able to replace many plants at PlantFest 2023!             
 Please remember to sell those raffle tickets and to pick up PlantFest 
signs at the cottage for your yard, at. The weather should be nice and hope-
fully with all the hard work done by so many with  TV advertisement, Fa-
cebook, Instagram, and word of mouth our sale should be outstanding!  I 
hope to see you there.   
    It is October and we need to choose an Outstanding Master Gardener. I 
have attached the Outstanding Master Gardeners Association Nomination 
Form.  Juan is putting together a committee of 3 past presidents, the Mem-
ber-at-Large and a general membership volunteer to make the final deci-
sion on who is awarded this honor for 2023.  Take the time to recognize 
someone whom you believe is truly outstanding.  The person you choose 
should be active, dependable, enthusiastic, and cooperative.  They should 
be a leader, showing the skills necessary to strengthen the LPMG Program. 
They should be unselfish with their knowledge, skills and expertise sharing 
these things to benefit the LPMG Program. We are fortunate to have a 
large pool of folks whom I believe meet all these qualifications.  Some are 
quiet and work behind the scenes, but their contributions are large.  Please 
consider nominating someone you feel is a good candidate.   
     In closing I want to thank the members of the board for their assistance 
during August and September.  My husband was in the hospital for 16 
days and they stepped in and relieved me of the NewsLetter, ran the Gen-
eral Meeting, even completed the agenda for the Board Meeting.  Frank is 
on the mend, so I hope to be back full force very shortly.  I feel very 
blessed to be a part of  this organization.   
    Go to PlantFest and BUY!  Mary 



MEETINGS AND WHAT PLANT AM I  

2023 LPMGA  
General Meetings 

First Wednesday  
Monthly 

Daytime: 12:00pm 
Evening: 6 pm 

2023 LPMGA 
Board  

Meetings  
1pm on Third  

Tuesday 
 

 
Dates, times, topics, and locations  

are subject to change 

 
 
       GENERAL 
     MEETINGS 

 
 

BOARD  
MEETINGS 

October 4 October 17 

December 6 
Social 

December 
19 

November 1 November 
21 

WHAT PLANT AM I ? 

      A hybrid of 2 plants native to 
China and a member of the Witch-
hazel family, a new cultivar of this 
plant is an LSU Fall Super 
Plant.  It grows best in Zones 7 to 
9 in a variety of soil types, from 
heavy clay to sandy, with a  
pH of 5 to 6.5. Growing in full sun 
to part shade, no pruning is re-
quired. It grows from 2 to 3 feet 
high to 3 to 4 feet wide. It makes 
an excellent foundation planting 
under low windows and especially 
under windows with window box-
es.  
     This full, mounding shrub has 
fine-textured foliage with upright 
to slightly arched growth. The new 
growth is reddish purple. 
  In spring, it produces red-maroon 
flowers which are not showy. It 
has excellent deer and rabbit re-
sistance and is rarely affected by 
disease or pests. It has low to mod-
erate water requirements. Propa-
gation is by soft wood cuttings 
in spring.  
                  
  

 Do you know what plant this is?  
   Karen Trahan Class 2009  

     

            

Mary Margaret Sa-
batier and  

Cheryl Speight, 
class of 2022, are 

presented their gold 
badge and comple-
tion certificate by 

Mary Gladney 
President LPMGA  

 



      

Tropical Sod Webworm - Reported Sightings  

 

        This year has been particularly tough on turfgrass in Acadiana.  
        From the freeze in late March to the more recent excessive heat  
        and drought, our  turfgrass cannot seem to catch a break!  To add 
        insult to injury, there have also been recent sightings of a pest to 
        be on the lookout for: the Tropical Sod Webworm.  Sod web 
        worms are the larvae (caterpillars) of small 
 inconspicuous moths in the family Crambidae.  While the moths do not 
 directly cause destruction to the turfgrass, they lay eggs which will become the 
“very hungry caterpillars” within a week or so.   

Depending on the stage you catch the issue, you may first see the moths present 
before any damage occurs. If you see the sod webworm moths present, you already 
or will soon have caterpillars eating your lawn.  Once caterpillar feeding occurs, 
you will see a noticeable difference in vegetation density and height in the impact-
ed areas.  As the infestation progresses, large areas may appear yellow to brown. 
To verify the presence of the webworms in the lawn, you can use the “flush test” 
with soapy water which is very similar to the flush test used for chinch bug detec-
tion.   

To control these pests, there are many insecticides available on the market with 
active ingredients ranging from BT, spinosad, carbaryl, and dinotefuran.  Before 
you apply any insecticides, be sure to follow all label instructions from the correct 
personal protective equipment to the rate of application.  The label is the law!  The 
LSU AgCenter has a very informative guide on the Tropical Sod Webworm which 
can be found here: Tropical Sod Webworm (lsuagcenter.com).   

Do make special note that the key to minimize lawn issues is to maintain your 
turfgrass through proper fertilization, irrigation, and mowing.  A healthy lawn is 
much more resilient to these kinds of issues and will bounce back quickly.  If these 
issues are ignored, you may end up with a weedy mess next spring and summer! 

-Maddox Miller, LSU AgCenter 



GEAUX NATIVE  
Carol Antosiak  

Master Gardeners in Training Attend Demonstration 
By Mary Perrin 

Mary Ann Armbruster and Beverly 
Fuselier demonstrate making medi-
cine with plants from the Healer’s 
Garden  

On Monday morning, September 11,  several mem-
bers of the Healer’s Garden Committee held a med-
icine-making demonstration in the Cooking School 
facility of Vermilionville for interested members of 
the current Master-Gardener-in-Training class. Ap-
proximately 20 students of the class were present. 
Demonstrators included Mary Ann Armbruster, 
Beverly Fuselier, and Mary Perrin who demon-
strated medicinal salves, lotions, a hair rinse and a 
medicinal tea, all using plant parts from the  native 
Louisiana medicinal plants from the garden.  Class 
members learned the difference between medicinal 
formulations, such as tinctures and teas, tried a 
sample of the tea, and went home with samples of 
the salves and hair rinse for personal use. 
 

 

This native perennial blooms from March 
to June with spikes of light purple bell-
like flowers.  Grows to about 18 
 inches in sun to part shade. 
Good for pollinators! Hard to 
kill!  Available for sale at our 
Plant Fest!       

 

Penstemon Tenuis/Gulf Coast Penstemon 



Hi Everyone, I have a little bit of history to tell you so you’ll understand why it’s so important that we 
always use our trademarked name, “PlantFest™”, properly.  Somewhere in ancient times, 2012 if 
memory serves, we were advertising PlantFest.  Our President at the time received a letter from a 
group in another city advising us that we should not use PlantFest because they were.  They suggested 
we use PlantFest at the Horse Farm.  That would have worked for a couple of years, but obviously no 
longer.  After much discussion at the Board Meeting, we decided to trademark the name for ourselves, 
and we paid an attorney to do so.  The idea was to protect ourselves.  Anyone else can use Plant Fest 
but they cannot use PlantFest™.   

Here’s the rub, if we do not use the trademarked name properly, anyone can challenge our ownership 
of it by saying that we have abandoned it.  I looked at our Facebook page and found multiple different 
spellings, none of which were correct.  Here’s how it must be used: 

 First time in an article, banner, advertisement, Facebook post, etc., use “PlantFest™”. 

Any additional uses in the same publication, use “PlantFest”.   

Any other use puts us in jeopardy of losing our protection and after so many years we could be forced 
to find another name.   

--If anyone needs further information or clarification, please contact MaryAnn Armbruster by text at 
337-573-9839; I’ll call you back. 

USE OF PROPERTY TRADEMARKED NAME 

By MaryAnn Armbruster 

MASTER GARDENERS AT MONCUS PARK 

The Education Activities Committee announces its Upcoming Events at the Moncus Park am-
phitheater. The three fall events are scheduled for the first Tuesday of September, October 
and November at 5:30 pm. Everyone is welcome! 

 

MASTER GARDENERS IN THE PARK 

 

5:30 pm at the Moncus Park Amphitheater  

September 5, 2023 - Fall Gardening 

October 3, 2023 - Iris Care 

November 7, 2023 - Bed Preparation for Winter  



WHAT PLANT AM I?  

 

Distylium Cinnamon Girl  

 

SHANGRI LA BOTANICAL GARDENS 

Cindy Wiley has organized a field trip for the LPMGA on Friday, October 

13th 2023. We will meet at 8:00 at the demo gardens and carpool. Admis-

sions to gardens is free. Dutch treat lunch afterwards at Luiga’s Italian 
Grill. Let Cindy know if you can attend by October 11th. 

Shangri La Botanical Garden is a private nature preserave and botanical 
garden located on a 250 acre space in orange Texas. 
Please note that LSU Ag Insurance does not cover this event.  



2023 PLANTFEST RAFFLE  

The PlantFest Raffle is ready to go!  Remember to turn in your 
ticket stubs and money.  Prizes this year are awesome: 
 
     1st- Greenworks Pro 3000 psi Pressure Washer 
     2nd- $150 in gift cards from All Seasons Nursery (Donation) 
     3rd- Vertex Swivel Garden Stool (Made in the USA) and Tools 
    .....And much more to win! 
 
Just think!!!  
If every MG member sells just one book of tickets, we can sell all 
1000 tickets with the potential to make $5000 to supplement 
plant sales. 
 
If you can't be at the meeting, tickets will also be made available 
on Wednesdays at propagation. 
 
Questions? Please text me at (337) 250-1243. 
 
Thanks for your continued support, 
 
Cynthia Risinger-Johnson (2012) 
LPMGA Raffle Chairman 



LPMG’S ATTEND ALICE BOUCHER’S OPEN HOUSE 

Candy Bienveinu, Theresa Guidry 
and Carla Schrimpht, all Lafayette 
Parish Master Gardeners who 
work with Alice Boucher through 
our SGI program, attended the 
school’s open house.  They reported 

that there was great interest in our SGI program. 
They even had a number of students from prior years 
stop to chat and tell our ladies about their own gardens 
at home.  

          

           May Vidacovich sent us these lovely pictures of 
         her new bed featuring sun and heat tolerant   
         plants!  As always May has done and excellent 
         job combining texture and color to create a  
         picture that is very appealing.  



OCTOBER  
2023 

GENERAL MEETING OCTOBER 2ND, 
SOUTHSIDE LIBRARY AMBASSADOR 
CAFFERY 
 
LPMG BOARD MEETING AUGUST 15TH 
IRA NELSON 
 
2024 PAPERWORK Can Be Sent In Start-
ing This Month  

Please Send Your 2024 Dues To Treasur-
er Yvonne Lanoux and Your Signed Code 
Of Conduct Form and Committee Selec-
tion To Corresponding Secretary Meagan 
Stogsdill  
PLANTFEST  
Saturday September 30th Ira Nelson 8-1  

NOVEMBER BOARD ELECTION  

Online voting will be open for one week in 
November. Check your emails for 
information on dates and the link to 
vote.  

Gardener’s Gazette is issued to all members of the Lafayette Parish Master Gardeners’ Program.  
All members are encouraged to submit news, educational features, and photographs. The deadline 
for all submissions is the 17th of each month for publication in the next month’s issue un-
less otherwise noted. 
 
Please send newsletter items to: 

Editor Mary Gladney   newsletter@lpmga.org  
The Master Gardener program is a division of the  

Louisiana Cooperative Extension Agency  
1010 Lafayette Street/Suite 325,  

Lafayette, Louisiana 70501 
Telephone  (337) 291-7090     Fax (337) 291-7099 

The AgCenter website is www.lsuagcenter.com  
The Louisiana cooperative extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment.  

Louisiana State University and A&M College, Louisiana Governing Bodies, Southern University, and 
the United States Department of Agriculture A State Partner in the Cooperative Extension System. 
It is the policy of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service that no person shall be subjected to 

discrimination on the grounds of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, or disability. 
 

If you have a disability which requires special  
assistance for your participation in our meetings, please call  the LSU AgCenter 291-7090 

 
Please note:  All meeting and event dates, times, and locations are subject to change. 

LSU AGRICULTURAL CENTER 
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE 
1010 Lafayette Street, Suite 325 
Lafayette, LA  70501-6884 


